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Gov. Cass. Rumors have been circulated that 
his gentleman, now minister to France, was a de- 
sulter to the government, caused by his adminis- 
ration of the war department. e, of course, 
jive no currency to mere rumors affecting private 


he h atation; but take great pleasure in giving place 
his mi o the following from the **Globe.”’ 

y made «We are authorised from the war office to state, 
© vaca. [eghat the accounts of gov. Cass with the depart- 


rent are balancec toa farthing, and that there is 

































ae Ba ot the slightest shadow of coubt in regard to the 
1 never imess and squareness of all his accounts with the 
nd who overnment.”” 
DV <: a 
Heal Lower CANADA. The Montreal Herald of the 
' readi. oth ult. states that Etienne Parent and Jean Bap- 
é Same ste Frechette, editors of the Quebec Canadian, 
nner iy | pave been imprisoned on a charge of high. treason. 
t I was einforcements were under orders to leave Fred- 
rit, un- ickton on the 26th ult. Sir John Harvey, lieu- 
jirected nant governor, has offered to join Sir John Col- 
e Upon orne at the head of 2,000 militia. There is great 
put the P@ifficulty and delay in procuring passports to the 
‘reach. papnited States. 
ess, be. Sir John Colborne has issued the following order, 
d judge hich indicates the state of alarm existing in his 
author. rovince: 
SON for Head quarters, Montreal, 16th Dec. 1838. 
General orders. 
a dun The commander of the forces and admisistrator 
w long, the government directs, that no person shall be 
arbitra. |emermitted to pass the frontier into the United States 
choose [ewithout a passport either from head quarters, major 
1e most neral sir James McDonnell, K. C. B. or signed 
sgraced fmy Mr. Leclure, the superintendent of police, and 
- that] |gpuntersigned by the town major of Montreal. 
>d com: No person will be allowed to enter the province 
inies of Pafom the United States, who cannot give a satis- 
,T am Paectory account of himself; but his excellency 
bids officers commanding corps responsible that 
Mis duty is performed without unnecessary annoy- 
ce, and that no person is detained except on suffi- 
ftheU, }@ent grounds. = Joun Even, dept. adj. gen. 
Durey,) | @Letters from Kingston, U. C. state that six more 
uit court | @ the Canadian patriots were to be hung on Friday 
the Pea | @st. They are, generally, quite young men, and 
put the i natives of New York. 
1 by Mr. & 
arn that }@#Tue srares. ‘Maryland. The legislature as- 
n of “ ‘Wmbled at Annapolis on Monday last. On the 
7 ul, of bmme day the senate was organized by the election 
raster O )@ Richard Thomas, esq. (W.) as president, and all 
Te Oppo “Me former officers of the body, with another com- 
interest | mmitee clerk. Hugh Ely, esq. was supported by the 
ntrover- amends of the administration, and in consequence 
of New P@@ neither of the candidates voting, but 19 ballots 
1e U.S. Pare cast. The following is understood to be the 
mory of PMpte: 
id grass BFor Thomas, (whig,) Messrs. Beckett, Boone, 
ars a8 nohoo, Eccleston, Magruder, Potts, Purnell,Pratt, 
at caud, Wilson, and Stewart—11. 
» that in vor Ely, (democrat,) Messrs. Matthews, Charles 
anel be aettthews, Martin, Evans, Goldsborough, Scott, 
re of the fame2s0n, Maulsby—S8. 

On the following day the house was organized 
ed from the election of Charles S. Ridgely, esq (whig,) 
> to an fe Aune Arundel county, as speaker. He received 
ry 1; the fimrty-nine votes, and John C. Wharton, esg. (ad.) 
nd on to [i Washington county, received thirty-two votes, 
je rowe Pietther gentleman voting for himself. George G. 
n hours; ewer, esq. was elected chief clerk, Eli Duvall, 
g before BM). assistant clerk, John Burnett, Thomas M. 
ryed this Biint, and Isaac Gibbons, committee clerks from 
ete e eastern shore; Harry D. Gough and Benj. E. 
oo ntt from the western shore; Levin J. Broad- 

iter, sergeant at arms, and John Quynn, door. 
- Star. eper. : 

of the On Wednesday the senate in accordance with 
a boot fam Provisions of the amended constitution, pro- 
cons cot eded to divide by lot, the senators into classes— 
iver dis: Pgees® Of the first class to serve two years, those of 
sarriage; fame Second class, four years; those of the third class, 
n, ascel years. ‘The result was as follows: 
shouted; First class—to serve two years. 
prompt [i David Stewart, (W.) of Baltimore city. 
e fence BR Hugh Ely, (Adm.) of Baltimore county. 
onten'$ Bi Robert Wason, (Adm.) of Washington county. 

. fi Wm. Matthews, (Adm.) of Alleghany county. 

eC pay John Evans, (Adm,) of Cecil county: 
_— . Mr, Goldsborough, (Adm.) of Queen Anne’s 


bunty. 
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Wm. U. Purnell, (W.) of Worcester county. 

Second class—to serve four years. 
Horace Wilson, (W.) of Montgomery county. 
Alex. C. Magruder, (W.) of Anne Arundel coun- 

ty and Annapolis city. 
Thos. G. Pratt, (W.) of Prince George’s county. 
Alex. Matthews, (Adim.) of Charles county. 
John Beckett, (W.) of Calvert county. 
John Boon, (W.) of Caroline county. . 
Alex. Donohoo, (W.) of Somerset county. 
Third class—to serve six years. 
Richard Pott, (W.) of Frederick county. 
W. P. Maulsby, (Adin.) of Carroll county. 
Otho Scott, ( Adm.) of Harford county. 
Richard Thomas, (W.) of St. Mary’s county. 
Nicholas Martin, (Adm.) of Talbot county. 
Jas. B. Ricaud, (W.) of Kent county. 
T. H. Eccleston, (W.) of Dorchester county. 
The three classes are, therefore, politically di- 
vided as follows: 


; Ww. Adm. 
First class, 2 5 
Second class, 6 1 
Third class, 4 3 

12 9 


Delaware. The legislature of Delaware assem- 
bled at Dover on Tuesday last. The senate was 
organized by the election of Thomas Jacobs, (ad.) 
to the speakership, and S. G. Laws (ad.) was cho- 
sen clerk. In the house, John P. Brinckle cad.) 
was elected speaker, and the other officers are of 
the same politics. 


New York. Both branches of the legislature 
met at Albany on the Ist instant. In the senate lieut. 
governor Bradish took the chair. In the assembly 
George W. Patterson, esq., (whig,) of Livingston 
county, was chosen speaker, on the first ballot, re- 
ceiving 80 votes, and Thomas Armstrong, (ad.) 46 
—but two members (whigs) absent. Jarvis N. 
Lake, of Herkimer, was unanimously re-elected 
clerk. Wm. De Forest, of Broome, was chosen 
sergeant-at-arms, Samuel Francis, jun. of Onondaga 


Albany, assistant door-keeper. All whigs. 

We have a copy of the message of gov. Seward, 
which was delivered on Tuesday, before us, and 
will publish it as soon as we can find room for it. 
In the Albany Evening Journal of the 2d inst., 
we find the following appointments by governor 
Seward, announced; Rufus King, of Albany, ad- 
jutant general; Jonathan Amory, of New York, 
Spencer S. Benedict, and John F. ‘Townsend, of 
Albany, aids-de-camp; Robert C. Wetmore, of 
New York, military secretary; Samuel Blatchford, 
of New York, private secretary; and H. G. O. Ro- 
gers, of Albany, executive messenger. 


Massachusetts, The legislature of this state 
met at Bostonon Wednesday last—Myrom Law- 
rence was chosen president of the senate, and 
Robert C. Winthrop speaker of the house. The 
annual election sermon was preached at the old 
South church, by president ifopkins, of Williams 
college. 

According to the official return of votes for repre- 
sentalive to congress from the fourth district, 
(Middlesex district,) it appears that William Par- 
menter has 3987—-Nathan Brooks 3348—Levi 
Farwell 268—James T. Woodbury 186—Amos 
Farnsworth 151. There weve a few other scatter- 
ing votes. 

he governor and council have assigned the first 
Monday of February next for another trial. 


North Carolina. On Saturday the 29th ult., 
Edward B. Dudley was inaugurated as governor of 
this state for the ensuing two years, on which occa- 
sion he delivered a brief address, which shall have 
a place hereafter. In page 293, we have inserted 
certain resolutions passed by the senate and house 
of commons in relation to the expunging resolu- 
tions, the sub-treasury system, the prohie lands, 
&c. The legislature have agreed to adjourn on the 
7th inst. 


South Carolina. The legislature of Sonth 
Carolina adjou*hed on the 26th ult., after a session 
of 24 days, and the passage of over 26 public acts. 
Among them is an act to “guarantee the payment 
of any loan” which. the Charleston and Cincinnati 
railroad company may make; and certain resolutions 
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county, door-keeper, and Washington P. Lewis, of 
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relative to the sub-treasury scheme, which shall 
have a place in the next ‘‘Register.”’ 


Georgia. The Georgia legislature adjourned 
sine die on Saturday night, 29th ultimo, after 12 
o’clock, having disposed of all the business before 
the two houses. Among the laws passed was a 
general banking bill similar in its provisions to that 
enacted by the New York legislature. The cur- 
rency resolutions, which passed the lower house, 
have been passed by the senate. They shall have 
a place in the next “Register.” 


Mississippi. Dr. Silas Brown, (Whig,) has re- 
ceived his commission as state treasurer. Fifty-one 
counties heard from, give the following result: 
Brown, 5,688; Fall, 3,716; Craig, 1,992; Dixon, 706. 


Alabama. The house of representatives, at the 
latest date, was engaged in discussing resolutions 
in favor of the sub-treasury, introduced by judge 
Smith. Judge Porter aud judg Smith only had 
spoken. The debate was expected to continue for 
two or three weeks. 

An administration state convention has been held 
at Tuscaloosa. Gov. Bagby was nominated for re- 
felection. Harvey W. Ellis for the middle district, 
D. H. Lewis for the Montgomery, and judge Pick- 
ens for the southern district, were nominated as 
candidates for congress. 


Wisconsin, The legislature of Wisconsin assem- 
bled at Madison on the 26th of November. William 
Bullen was chosen president of the council, and J. 
W. Blackstone speaker of the house. Governor 
Dodge’s message is well spoken of. In it he states 
that upwards of ten millions of pounds of lead.are 
sent east annually from the mines of Wisconsin. It 
now goes by the way of New Orleans to New York, 
but from the internal improvements now going on, 
in two years it will pass through the lakes and 
down the Erie canal. 

On meeting, the sages of Wisconsin were ina 
queer predicament. The state house was unfinish- 
ed, and could not be occupied, and the members 
could not find sufficient accommodations at the 
hotels. The secretary had no stationary, and reso- 
lutions were offered in both houses to adjourn, “in 
consequence of the want of accommodations.” 

In addition to the above, we learn that a dispute 
has arisen between gov. Lucas and the lowa terri- 
torial legislature on a question of power. The gov- 
ernor insists that all laws and resolutions must be 
approved by him before they are of any force. The 
legislative body contest this position. 





NoRTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. We find the fol- 
lowing in the N. Y. Evening Post, copied from the 
London Morning Chronicle of the 22d of November: 


«Settlement of the boundary question. We have 
heard to-day, in quarters *here information on such 
matters especially may be fully relied upon, that 
the question of boundary between the possessions 
of Great Britain in North America and the United 
States, is on the eve of being formally adjusted, and 
in a manner, it is said, which will give satisfaction 
to the public on both sides, and be in accordance 
with the views of the two governments. 

“It is, in fact, stated that communications for 
some time past have been going on between Mr. 
Stevenson, the American minister, aud our govern- 
ment upon this point, and that it has been deter- 
mined to appoint a commission to decide upon the 
question, the government at the same time recom- 
mending mutually for their adoption, that the river 
St. John should form the separating ‘ine between 
the two countries, whereby that portion of the pro- 
vince of Maine, which the Americans have always 
claimed, will be ceded to us; and as an equivalent, 
the coast and territory lying between the rivers St, 
Croix and St. John, equal in size to what is given up 
on the other side, will be made over to America. 

“By this means Maine will possess almost an en- 
tire water boundary, and the country between 
Nova Scotia and Canada will be laid open to us, a 
point in itself of the very utmost importance, more 
especially at the present moment; and there ean be 
little doubt that the railway which has often been 
proposed from Halifax to Quebec, but as often bat 
off in consequence of the state of fhe boundary ques. 
tion, will soon be carried into effect, by which means 
it is needless to say a most important and favorable 
change will be effected in our Canadian trade,” 
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LATE FROM TExAs. By the steamer Columbia 
from Galveston, the editor of the New Orleans True | 


American has the following items of intelligence 
from Texas: 


The death of John 4. Wharton, one of the most 
prominent men of Texas, is announced in the Texas 
papers. At the last election Mr. Wharton was 
elected to the senate. 

Dr. Roberis has been appointed collector of the 
port of Galveston, and Memucan Hunt secretary of 

e navy. 

Gen. Rusx has been elected chief justice, B. EZ. 
Bee appointed secretary of atate, and S. S. Johnson 


secretary of war. Richard G. Dunlap is secretary 
of the Treasury. and Charles Watrous Attorney 
General. 


We learn from the Houston Telegraph that the 
neighborhood, of Bexar enjoys perfect tranquillity, 
the Camanches not having been seen near there 
since the 20th ult. The Mexican traders from Rio 
Grande announce that a!l the citizens hereabout 
are in favor of federalisin, and manifest the most 
friendly feelings towards the Texians. 


Letters have been received from the states an- 
nouncing that all the vessels authorized to be pro- 
cured by the act of congress are now on the stocks, 
and will be ready for sea on the Ist of May next. 


From the New Orleans Courier, Dec. 26. 

The invasion of the soil of this state by the com- 
manding general of the Texian army affords an un- 
teasant illustration of Texian notions of interna- 
onal law and state sovereignty. If such things are 
doné thus early by a people who but yesterday, as 
it were, owed allegiance to the laws of the United 
States, what may we not in Louisiana apprehend 
when our neighbor shall have thrown off his swad- 
dling-clothes, and attained maturity and strength 
among the nations of the earth? e trust the gov- 
ernor of Louisiana will demand reparation for the 
insult, and the punishment of the officer who gave it. 


The following particulars of the outrage we copy 
from the Natchitoches Herald of the 6th instant: 


A courier was despatched about a week ago 
from Shreveport to Fort Jesup, with the astonishin 
intelligence that that town was filled with an arme 
force from Texas, amounting to about one hundred 
men, under the command of gen. Rusk, and that 
the lives of many of its citizens had been threatened 
by the invaders. 


“On the receipt of this intelligence, col. Many, 
with all the troops under his command, and taking 
with him one field-piece, promptly marched to suc- 
cor the cilizens of Shreveport. The result of his 
expedition is not yet known, though, since he left 
Fort Jesup, we are in receipt of later news from 
Shreveport, which renders it certain that our gallant 
colonel and his command will not have a chance to 
measure swords with the Texians, as they had al- 
ready left the country. 


“We understand that gen. Rusk stated that he 
came with no hostile intention toward the citizens 
of the United States, but that the Caddo Indians, 
living within the United States, had crossed over 





into Texas and waged war upon it citizens, and 
that he came to disarm them. This, we understand, 
he did—as well as threaten Mr. Sewall, the Indian 
agent at Shreveport, for having furnished them with 
arms and ammunition. Gen. Rusk, we further 
learn, had a talk with the Caddoes, made a treaty 
with them, and returned to ‘Texas.”’ 

THE CHEROKEES. By letters received from col. 
Foster, of the 4th regiment of infantry, by gen. 
Scott, and transmitted to the adjutant general, it ap- 
pears that the United States troops under that active 
and indefatigable officer have captured all the In- 
dians concerned in the murder of two soldiers of that 
regiment in the Cherokee country. Of the five 
men who committed this cruel murder, four were 
executed by the Cherokees themselves, who united 
with alacrity in the pursuit, and aided essentially in 
the capture of the murderers. The fifth from his 
extreme youth, was retained a prisoner by the com- 
manding officer. Col. Foster says: “The honor of 
the nation has been fully cared for, as wel] as the 
honor of the regiment to which I belong. At and 
over the graves of our murdered cotiradce, fureral 
honors were paid. For twelve days,the men of the 
regiment passed the mountains, crossed the streams, 
and threaded the valleys of the country, in detach- 
ments of from two to sixty, in search of the fugi- 
tives. The thirty-one Indians whom I had in my 
camp, and whom I held until the final termination oi 
qe affair, and then released, belonged to Euchetta’s 

and. With him andthe Oco-nee-lufty Indians un- 
der the Flying Squirrel, their fathers, brothers, and 
husbands, pursued, captured, and finally punished 


The Hamilton (Ten.) Gazette, contains an inter- 
esting account of col. Foster’s campaign, from which 
we extract the following account of the execution 
of the murderers: | 

‘Of those brought in the colonel thought three 
deserved death, and in the exercise of that spirit of 
comity and forbearance, which has so generally 
characterized the officers of the ariny, toward the 
suffering indians, he called a council of those who 
were friendly, and after being convinced that one 
and all had proper views of the principles of jus- 
tice, and would mete out even to their own blood, 
proper punishment for transgression, he delivered 
them over to the chiefs, to be dealt with according 
totheir laws. ‘Blood for blood” is the governing 
principle of this tribe—consequently, the doom 
of the murderers was as sanguinary as if they had 
been punished by the regiment. On the following 
day, the 24th ult. we believe, three sentenced cul- 
prits were brought out. It was arranged that there 
should be six executioners, two to fire at each 
man, one atthe head and the other at the heart. 
Previously to taking their stand, the colonel order- 
ed a bandage to be placed over their eyes, that they 
might not know which of their brethren executed 
them. They were then shot down in the presence 
of the regiment. Thus ended that day’s tragedy. 

From the representations of the chiefs, in whom 
col. Foster had the utmost confidence, he thought 
it unnecessary to detain the regiment until the next 
day, when the fourth and last murderer was to be 
executed. In fulfilment of the promise made by 
the indians, ‘“‘Old Charley,”’ who was not captured 
at first, and was the fourth one sentenced, was ex- 
ecuted the 26th, in the same way of the others.” 





ImpoRTANT TO ImporTERS. From the Boston 
Post. We understand that from and after the 29th 
day of December last, manufactures of silk, or of 
which silk shall be the component material of chief 
value, coming from this side of the Cape of Good 
Hope, except sewing silk, are and will be admitted 
free of duty. Silk gloves, silk stockings, silk 
scarfs, silk shawls, silk any thing but sewing silk, 
embroidered or not embroidered, knotted or not 
knotted, be they silk hosiery, silk millinery, silk 
mits, or silk gloves, are and will be, at the Boston 
custom house, admitted free of duty. Such is 
the interpretation of the law given to the collector 
by judge Story. 

‘he decision of judge Story last Saturday places 
the office here, in all essential matters, just where 
it was before the circulars issued by the comptrol- 
ler last August. 





We learn from the Cincinnati Whig, that the le- 
gislature of Kentucky, has, by joint resolution, ap- 
pointed committees to repair to the seats of govern- 
ment of Ohio and Indiana, for the purpose of laying 
before the legislatures of those states, the grievan- 
ces under which the people of Kentucky labor in 
relation to the facility afforded by the present laws 
of Ohio and Indiana, for the successful escape of 
their slaves, and to urge upon the legislatures of 
the latter states, the propriety of passing such Iaws 
as will give to the Kentuckians further security for 
their slave property. 

STEAMSHIP POSTAGE. From the Globe. By 
the annexed communication it will be perceived 
that there is no reciprocity between the British and 
American public in the expense of correspondence 
between the two countries. The effect of the pre- 
sent state of things is to throw a heavy preponder- 
ance of this expense on the American side, and im- 

ose on the merchants and people of the United 
Btates a heavy tax, from which British subjects are 
free, for the emolument of British steamship com- 
panies. Does not this matter require the interpo- 


sition of Congress? 
«‘ London, Nov. 12, 1838. 

«Dear sir: I hope our government will guard its 
citizens from any burdensome tax derived by for- 
eigners, when the laws of those foreigners will not 
allow their own subjects to be so burdened. I al- 
lude, sir, to the extortion of postage demanded by 
the agents of the steamers between New York and 
Bristol, and New York and Liverpool. 
this country will not allow them to make any charge 
for letters going out of the country; they receive a 
remuneration when the letters arrive, but not satis- 
fied with that, they exact from our countrymen and 
from commerce boih ways. They (these agents) 
allow our postmasters ten per cent. for collecting 
such demands. Thus, you will perceive our go. 
vernment officers are made the instruments of heavy 
exactions for a monopoly unknown to the govern- 
ment, against its citizens. 

“The only object I have in view in calling your 
attention to this subject, is that of every American 





the outlaws and murderers.” [ Globe. 


citizen, that their rights may be upheld,” 


The luws of 





a 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT 

By and with the advice and consent of the sen 

James Dunlop, of Georgetown, D.C., to be . 
of the criminal court for the District of Columba 
the place of Thomson F. Mason, deceased, 

Benjamin Pomeroy, surveyor and inspector of t 
revenue, Stonington, Connecticut, from the he 
December, 1838. ath 

LAND OFFICERS. 
Receivers of the public moneys. 

William Blackburn, Lima, Ohio, from 21st p 
cember, 1888. Ese 
Edwin M. Ryland, Lexington, Mo., from 2). D 
cember, 1838. mts 

John Hall, Zanesville, Ohio, 
ber, 1838. 

Hardy Holmes, Ouachita, La., from 27th p 
ber, 1828, vice Ransom Eastin, resigned. 

John D. Whiteside, Palestine, Ill., from the 3) 
December, 1838, vice G. W. Smith, resigned, : 

Registers. 

Frank J. Allen, Jackson, Mo., from 24th Decey 

we 1838. mehr an ’ 
homnas W. Newman, Washington, Mi., 
January, 1839. R From 3 

Samuel H. Thompson, Edwardsville, Ml., from 74, 
January, 1839. 

David W. Offley to be consul of the United States 
for the das of Smyrna, in Turkey, in the place of 
David Offley, deceased. 

OFFICIAL—TREASURY NOTES, 
Treasury Department, January 1, 1839. 

The whole amount of treasury notes authorized 
by the act of October 12, 1837, has been isssyeq 
viz: $10,000,000 0 
Of that issue there has been redeem- 

ed - - - $7,987,460 82 


from 21st Decey. 


ecem. 





- 2.012, 539 13 
Of the new emission there has been 


issued in the place of those re- 
deemed - - $5,709,810 01 
Of that emission there 


has been redeemed $78,400 78 





5,331,409 2 





Leaving a balance f all outstanding $7 343.943 4 
eae 


LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 





Gen. Jesup. The Louisville Journal contain 
the annexed letter from gen. Jesup. 

Louisville, Dec. 20, 1838. 
To the editors of the Louisville Journal: 

Sirs: I have this moment been informed that, 
story is going the rounds of the newspapers, on the 
authority of a correspondent of the New Yor 
American, that “Jam not exaeily in a position if 
make a satisfactory report of my disbursements.” | 
owe it to myself to say that the statement is utterl 
false. I have accounted for every cent of publit 
money that ever came into my hands, as my «& 
counts at the treasury will show. 

Editors who have published the statement refer 
red to, are requested to insert this article. 

THOS. 8. JESUP, 
Maj. gen. and gr. master gen. of the arm) 

MissouRI LEGISLATURE. The governor lw 
made a statement of the expenses of the Morma 
war, which he estimafes at 70 or 80,000 dollars 
and suggests that the United States are liable for t. 

The governor’s position is that the Morn 
movement was ali insurrection, and that the national 
government is bound to suppress insurrections. But 
with the St. Louis Gazette, we conceive that, 
fore the general government pays for heating th 

oker, it will first inquire whether there was 
insurrection by the Mormons; and next, whetlé 
that insurrection was directed against.the laws av 
authorities of the Union. The Gazette says: “We 
opine that the governor will find it no easy malie 
to answer either of these questions affirmatively. 
And we opine, moreover, that the state of Missou! 
will gain nothing, any way, by carrying its Mo 
mon story into the national legislature. . 

[ Transcript. 


4 


Better late tl 


3 


- OFFICIAL. 
riment of state, 
ae ob Ac: Dec. 20, 1833. 
Information has been received at this departme 
that all vessels arriving at Genoa from any part’ 
America, including the West India islands 
Cuba, will, in future, have free pratique, prov! 
they carry clean bills of health, and certificates { 
the Sardinian consul, or, in his absence, from 4! 
meuohe Se consul, that the port from whence ' 
vessels cleared is free from ali contagious disea*” 
and especially from the yellow fever. 
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ane op York Journal of Commerce, extra, Dec. 29. 
LATER FROM EUROPE, 
at. Five packet ships from Europe have arrived this 











Jud viz: the Europe, capt. Marshall, from 
bias eo wt Nov. 12th; the Abeatton, capt. Depey- 
o stat iverpool, Nov. 14th; Columbus, capt. Crop- 
: the or, Nov. 20th; Francis First, Pell, Havre, Nov. 
© 4th iar ths Emerald, capt. Orne, Nov. 16th. We are in- 


vabted to capt. Cropper, of the Columbus, for Lon- 
see papet® (0 the evening of Nov. 19th, and Liver- 
Is noo! to the 20th. Sad oe * 
st De. | ] | 
The news by these arrivals, politically speaking, 
sof but little interest. The English tory papers 





ist De, » fanning the embers for a war with Russia, and 
ee wae of the whig papers speak in the same strain. 
_ They pretend that Russia is interfering to prevent 
ee ne execution of the treaty recently concluded be- 
ee veen England and the Porte. 
e 3] The passengers by the Garrick, hence 25th Octo- 
por, reached Liverpool Nov. 16th, in the steamer 
om Waterford, having been received on Loard 
ecen shile the eg was in the channel, detained by ad- 
* Baverse wings. 
rotn 24 All the coming packets are full of goods, and ina- 


ing capital freights. The freight list of the Europe 
| , 15901. and the Columbus 18004. 

om Th The Royal William was advertised to start for 
ew York, Dec. 15th, taking no freight, and the 


Plate iverpool Jan. 10th. 
ace of BF The Liverpool Times estimates that the wheat 
trop in England this year is one fourth part less than 
1835 and 1837. 
goq pe The it. hon. Robert Cutlar Ferguson, her majes- 


ioctl y's Judge advocate general, departed this life Nov. 
reg Anattempt had been made toassassinate the duke 
*V) ©) Rof Normandy, who is now in England, and claims 
o be the son of the unfortunate Louis XVI. ana 
539 13 darie Antoinette. The duke was wounded in the 
| m by a pistol ball. A man by the name of De- 
ires Rousselle, was arrested as the author of the 
ttempt. 
Atfairs in Spain areinstatuquo. There has been 
ery little fighting of late. 
| Fifty-five Carlist prisoners had been shot at Va- 
encia, by way of reprisal for a like number of 
ueen’s troops [prisoners] who had been shot by the 
arlist general Cabrera. 
) The English brig African Packet, from Guayaquil 
for Santander, Spain, was lost 5th November, near 
Bayonne, and six of her crew drowned. 
-ontainfy A laborer by the name of Damberger died lately 
@t Ernstbrunn, Austria, at the age of 130 years old. 
“Be was never married till he was 100 years old. 
‘Better late than never. 
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d thats London, Nov. 19th, evening. Consols for the ac- 
, ont unt closed at 94 1-2. 
w Yorteam Jron vessels. Mr. John Laird, builder of the Rain- 





ow steamer, which makes the most rapid passage 
er made between London and Autwerp, and vice 
rsa, has now laid down, at his yard, North Birk- 
head, half a dozen vessels, which will be wholly 
onstructed of iron. Among them is a steamer of 
early 600 tons. The Ironside, the first iron ship 
ilt in this a sailed on Wednesday, for Pernam- 
uco. She looked extremely well, as she proceed- 
idown the river. Next day she was seen, off the 
ish Bank, all well. We have heard that the Pre- 
dent, intended as the companion of the British 
ueen, in the New York trade, will be constructed 
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Mormaf™ iron. Her tonnage will, it is said, exceed 2500 
dollars, RPS, and she is expected to carry 1500 tous of fine 
le for i.mmmoods. 

Mormoifi™ Great export of goods to America. The shipments 
nation manufactured goods to the United States are, the 





s. But 





ason of the year considered, very extensive. The 






‘hat, befimmew York packet ships get nearly full cargoes, the 
‘ing thmPheridan, which sailed on Wednesday, having had 
was sp Wards of 16001. freighton board. The packet ship 


wheteimlumbus, which sailed yesterday morning, had a 












aws alimu!l cargo of manufactured goods; and the packet 

; “Weips George Washington and United States, will, 
matte 1S expected, be quite full also. 

tively" The earl of Durham. It has been currently re- 

Miscoulggported in the north, that lord Durham, on his return 





ts Morggrom Canada, will put himself at the head of the 
ehuine reformers of England, and declare his ad- 
erence to household suffrage, vote by ballot, and 
lennial parliaments. { Hull paper. 

T.ondon, Nov. 19th. Among the most important 
oMimunications recently received from the Turkish 
‘pital, was a letter which appeared in the Sun of 


raturday, dated 28th ultimo, which stated that the 





script, 





1838. 
vartme 















, part PSsian ambassador at the Port had addressed a re- 
nds asgmonsirance to the sultan, in which his excellency 
provideqa™ phatically observed, that unless his highness dis- 
tes fromeunulied the commercial treaty between Great Brit- 
rom alge and Turkey, the emperor his master would re- 
nce (MB@rd it as a violation of the treaty of Unkiar Ske- 
{jseaseSgpessi, and consequently as a declaration of war 


Gainst Russia. By the 5th article of the commer- 





cial treaty, the Porte throws open the Dardanelles 
to British shipping, without any restriction what- 
ever; consequently, there is not only an end put to 
the treaty of Unkiar Skelessi, but Russia is de- 
prived, by a single stroke of pacific policy, of the 
cherished object of the intrigues of her cabinet for 
upwards of a century. 

TURKEY. 
_ Constantinople, Oct. 24. There is little change 
in political affairs. The English and Russian lega- 
tions are in constant communication with the Porte, 
where lord Ponsonby seems to enjoy more confidence 
than general Boutenioff. ‘The united English and 
Turkish fleets were still at Smyrna. We have no 
recent news from Egypt. Syria is tranquil. 
The Augsburg Gazette of the 7th publishes a let- 
ter from Athens of the 27th ult., mentioning that a 
revolt had taken place in Candia, and that the Turks 
and Christians had joined against the Egyptians, 
and driven them from the island. An attempt to 
murder the minister of justice, Baikes, had been 
made in Athens by twoindividuals supposed to have 
come for the purpose from the island of Hydra. 
Letters from St. Petersburgh of the 31st ult. state 
that a disastrous fire broke out in the night of the 
28th at Nerichta. The town house, several other 
public edifices, and about 180 private houses were 
reduced toashes. The emperor hastened to forward 
10,000 roubles to the sufferers. 

PERSIA. 

Accounts of the 21st of September, from Tabriz, 
were said to have reached Constantinople, according 
to which Mr. M’Neil was still in the former town. 
It was added that the siege of Herat had not been 
raised, and that the relations between the Persian 
ministry and the British legation, notwithstanding 
all that had been published of their renewal on a 
more intimate footing, were stillin a most precarious 
state. 

FRANCE. 
Paris, Nov.17. Five per cents. closed at 111f. 
Threes, 83f. 

The ships of war appointed to bring back to France 
the reach garrison of Acona, sailed from Toulon 
on the morning of the 12th. 

M. Missiessy, who arrived at Pauillac on the 10th 
with the Beregere corvette, has been ordered by the 
telegraph to sail for Brest, where a court-martial 
was to try the sailors of the Alexandre merchant- 
man, charged with barratry, brought from New York 
on board that vessel. 

The Paris Journal General asserts that ministers 

have abandoned their opinions relative to the reduc- 

tion of the five per cents., and are framing a bili for 

that measure, to be brought forward next session. 
BELGIUM. 

An article in the Commerce states positively that 
the London conference were unanimous in decreeing 
that no alteration be made in the treaty of the 24 ar- 
ticles, but that the French minister had induced a 
delay in the execution of the measure until after the 
French chambers should have assembled, “as they 
would have sufficient unpopular matter to reply to 
without their consent to the dismemberment of Bel- 
gium.”” The Commerce states further, “‘ that Prus- 
sia is charged with enforcing the treaty, and, that 
preparatory to it a large Prussian force was being 
concentrated in the Rhenish provinces, under the 
pretext that disturbances were apprehended about 
the Cologne affair.” 

The Catholic party in Belgium are stated by a 
correspondent of the Journal General, to be making 
serious preparations for an armed resistance to the 
execution of the 24 articles, so far as they relate to 
the divisian of the Belgian territory. 

SPAIN. 

London, Nov. 19. Madrid journals and corres- 
pondence to the 10th instant inclusive, have reached 
us by the usual express. 

The opening of the session, the speech from the 
throne, and the paragraphs in it relative to the de- 
mand of a mediation of the friendly powers, and to 
the projected alterations of the law respecting the 
press and the national guard, were the principe: 
topics of conversation in the Spanish capital, and of 
comment in the newspapers. 

The chamber of deputies proceeded on the 9th to 
the appointment of its president, vice president, and 
other officers. There were 129 members in attend- 
ance. M. Isturiz having obtained 68 votes was pro- 
claiined president. The candidate of the minority, 
M. Zumalacarregui, had 55 votes, 

The opposition in the chamber of deputies had 
completely failed in returning from their ranks a 
sin [- officer of the house. | 

The election of M. Isturiz to the 
the chamber, had alarmed the Exaltaldo party, 
who naturally inferred that the next elevation would 
be ta the pegeicenty of the council. 

General Espartero had forwarded to the queen, by 





his aid-de-camp, colonel Laboche, another memorial, 





residency of 


in which he protested most energetically against the 
decree for the creation of an army of reserve of 
40,000 men, and attacked general Navarez, (whom 


he charged with ambition,) the moderate party and 
the goverument itself, 


London, Nov.19. The accounts received from 
Madrid are stili of an unfavorable nature. Esparte- 
ro appears jealous of the favors conferred on Na- 
varez, and the large army of reserve which he is ap- 
pointed to command. 

Cotton markets. Liverpool, Nov.19. We have 
again to report another week of animation in our 
cotton market. The increased demand for goods, 
together with the improvement in yarns at Manches- 
ter having given confidence tothe trades in their 
purchases; and of 46,610 bales reported as sold the 
week ending the 16th inst. 36,360 bales were to the 
trade alone, the remainder chiefly on speculation; 
and the inquiry since continues on the same exten- 
sive scale. Our quotations, however, though look- 
ing up, are without-any decided advance except in 
Brazils, which have attracted more attention, owing 
to their comparative low value. 

The export trade of the United States has increas- 
ed very much within the last week or two, and it is 
understood that the manufacturers are generally ac- 
tively engaged with American orders. The trans- 
actions in Tobacco are not extensive, but full prices 
continue to be paid. Turpentine supported at an 
advance of 3d to 6d per cwt. 4500 barrels have 
changed hands at 11s 9d to 12s Sd percwt. Nothing 
new In bonded grain. 

P.S. The sales of cotton on Saturday, 17th, were 
4000 bags, and to-day 5000 bags at previous prices; 
a considerable proportion Brazil. 

Havre, November 14. Our cotton sales this day 
amounted to 608 bales of all descriptions, and yes- 
terday 294 do. do. at from 80 to 103 francs, accord- 
ing to quality, and the market remains firm. Indigo 
is very much in request, so that within the last few 
days 159 chests Bengal were readily disposed of at 
from 9 francs 80c to 12 francs 30. 





ABOLITION—MR. ATHERTON’S RESOLU- 
TIONS. 

Mr. Atherton’s resolutions were submitted to the 
house of representatives on the 11th day of Decem- 
ber, ult. On the 14th of the same month, the fol- 
lowing set of resolutions, adopted at a meeting of 
the republican members of congress, held on Saiur- 
day night the 8th ult. appeared in the Charleston 
Mercury. A comparison of the two sets will show 
in what respects they differ. 


From the Charleston Mercury of December 14, 1838. 
From WAsHINGTON. We publish below a copy 
of a set of resolutions adopted at a meeting of repub- 
lican members of congress on Saturday night, the 
8th inst. They were to have been presented to the 
house on the Monday following, by Mr. Atherton, of 
New Hampshire; but, as we learn by a subsequent 
letter, they were deferred. It is very much to be 
hoped that the adoption of them will not be put off. 
It would be a step on firm earth, such a step as alone 
can secure any sincere confidence between the 
northern and southern members, at a time when ab- 
olition has just been adopted as one of the leading 
features of a great political party. The resolutions 
are admirably fitted to the emergency, and if they 
are not carried, it will go far in the south to destroy 
all confidence in any set of men who suffer coward- 
ice, treachery or irresolution, to sway them from 
their duty to their country. 

The following are the resolutions : 

1. Resolved, ‘That this government is a government 
of limited powers, and that by the constitution of the 
United States, congress has no jurisdiction whatever 
over the subject of slavery in the several states of the 
confederacy. 

2. Resolved, That petitions for the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia, and the territories of the 
United States, and against the removal of slaves from 
one state to another, are intended to effect the institu- 
tion of slavery in the several] states, and thus, indirectly, 
to destroy that institution within their limits. 

3. Resolved, That congress has no right to do that in- 
directly, which it cannot do directly, and that the agi- 
tation of the subject of slavery, in the District of Co- 
lumbia. or in the territories, or in any manner, with the 
view of disturbing, or overthrowing that institution in 
the several states, is equally unconstitutional, and be- 
yond its legislative competency. 

4. Resolved also, That the constitution rests on the 
broad principles of equality among the members of the 
confederacy,and that congressin the exercise of acknow- 
ledged powers, has no night to discriminate, between 
the institutions of one portion of the states and another, 


with a view of abolishing the one, and promoting the 
other. 

5. Resolved therefore, That all attempts on the part of 
congress, to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, 
or in the territories, or to regulate the removal of slaves 
from state to state, or to discriminate between the insti- 








tutions of one portion of the confederacy and another, 
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with the views aforesaid, are in violation of the consti- 
tution, destructive of the fundamental as on 
which the union of these states rests, and beyond the 
jurisdiction of congress; and that as such, no petition, 
memorial, resolution, proposition or om 298 touching or 
relating in any way, or to any extent whatever to slave- 
ry as aforesaid, or to the abolition thereof, shall be en- 
tertained, or considered by this house, but on the pre- 
sentation thereof, shall, without being read, debated, 
printed or referred, be iuid on the table, and no further 
action whatever shall be had thereon. 


LETTER FROM DR. DUNCAN, OF OHIO. 
Montgomery, Hamilton county, 
September, 15 1838. 

GENTLEMEN: On my return home, after an ab- 
sence of nearly two weeks, I found upen my table 
a letter containing the renga | questions pro- 
pounded to me. Recognizing, as I do, the right on 
your part to interrogate me, or any other person 
who is asking office at your hands, on any and all 
questions which may be involved in the exercise of 
my or their official duty, should you see proper to 
bestow that office; and believing this callto be made 
from pure, friendly, and conscientious motives, I 
have no hesitation in promptly answering all your 
questions, so far as I am prepared to answer. 

Question Ist. “Do you believe that congress 
should maintain, unabridged, the right of the peo- 
ple to petition for the abolition of slavery and the 
slave-trade in the District of Columbia?”’ 

Answer. Ido. The right of petition is secured 
by the constitution of the people, and is inviolate— 
and the constitution itself answers your question in 
plain and unequivocal language. The people have 
a natural, political and constitutiona! right to peti- 
tion congress for every thing not forbidden by the 
constitution. Every thing which is the legitimate 
subject of legislation the people have a right to pe- 





tition for, and of this they are and of right ought to | 


be the judges. The representative who would ar- 
rogate to himself the right of dictating to his con- 
stituents for what they should petition, would virtu- 
ally violate the constitution, and would be unworthy 
a seat in any representative body. So long as I 
have a seat in congress, I will receive and present 
abolition, and all other kinds of petitions, proper to 
be presented. I will also move their reference to the 
appropriate committees, and do whatever else may 
be proper to be done, to bring the subject matter 


before the body in which I may have a seat, for its 


regniar action. ‘This far I would consider it my un- 
avoidable duty; but as I am not interrogated as to 
the balance of my duty, it is not expected that I 
should answer. 

Question 2d. ‘“‘Are you opposed to the admission 
of any new state into the Federal Union, whose con- 
stitution tolerates slavery?” 

Answer. Lam. 

Question 3d. “Is it in your opinion the constitu 
tional right and the duty of congress, to abolish 
ey and the slave trade in the District of Colum- 

ia?’ : 

I regret to say that I am neither prepared nor quali- 
fied to answer this question, either to my own satis- 
faction, or that of others. The question is consti- 
tutional in its character, and requires a purely con- 
stitutional answer. {t involves no question of ex- 
pediency or propriety, nor will it admit of such an 
answer, or the task of answering would be an easier 
one. 

If it were the duty of congress to abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia, congress would have 
the right to do so, because there must reside a right 
somewhere to do what ought tobedone. All moral 
duties ought to be performed; but not ‘“‘e converso,” 
with regard to the constitution. There may be 
constitutional powers vested in congress, which it 
might be unwise and impolitic to carry into prac- 
tice. Iam not prepared to say that congress has 
not the constitutional right to abolish slavery and 
the slave trade in the District of Columbia.” The 
constitution is silent on the subject of slavery; this 
is a curious fact, and but for another fact, viz: that 
some of the states have abolished slavery within 
their limits, I might be led to conclude that congress 
has no such power. It is a fundamental principle 
with me, and I believe it is so with the democratic 
party, that congress can exercise no power except 
what is expressly authorized by the constitution, 
while the state authorities can exercise all powers, 
(not morally wrong,) which are not prohibited by 
the constitution. So much for the constitutional 
authority of the federal and state governments. 

But does net congress act in the double capacity 
of a federal legislature and a state lenialetute: 


In the first instance, as when it legislates for the 
Union on national questions and for national pur- 
poses, and in the second instance, as when it lays 
off its national character, and resolves itself into a 
committee of the whole upon the District of Colum. 
bia? In this last capacity, has congress not the 


same power over the territory composing the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, that the state legislatures have 
over the territory composing their respective states? 
I am notin possession of the deed of cession, by 
which the District of Columbia was transferred to 
the federal government; nor am I in possession of 
the original colonial charters, by which Maryland 
and Virginia were established. I do not know 
what provisions each may have contained with re- 
ference to slavery and the slave-tradein each of the 
colonies. But whatever their political rights, and 
whatever the rights of private individuals might 
have been in regard to slavery, and the domestic or 
inland slave-trade which were claimed under them, 
I believe they were reserved and secured after the 
American revolution; and in the formation of the 
federal constitution they were recognized; or per- 
haps it is more proper to say that the institutions of 
slavery in the states of Maryland and Virginia were 
left undisturbed by the revolution and the forma- 
tion of the federal constitution. So that if it was 
not the intention of the framers of the constitution 
to expressly warrant slavery, they were disposed, 
by way of compromise, to effect and secure the 
great purposes of the Union, to tolerate it, or leave 
it just as they found it. Now a question comes 
up. In making the cession to the federal govern. 
ment of the territory composing the District of Co- 


lumbia, together with the exclusive jurisdiction 


(legislative and judicial) over that territory, could 
the legislatures of Maryland and Virginia confer 
any other power upon the federal government over 
the personal property and real estates of those who 
resided within the territory thus ceded, than what 
they possessed over the property of the citizens be- 
fore the cession was made? Or,in other words, did 
the federal government acquire any more power 
over the property of the citizens of the District of 
Columbia than the governments of Maryland and 
Virginia had when they made the cession? I pre- 
sume this will not be contended for. If this be 
true, then congress has no more power over slavery 
and the domestic or inland slave-trade within the 
District of Columbia, than had the legislatures of 
Maryland and Virginia before the cession was 
made. What that power was Iam unable to say, 
for I have neither their colonial charters, nor their 
state constitutions. I suppose, however, that the 
states of Maryland and Virginia have the same 
power to abolish slavery and the slave-trade 
that the other states possessed who have rid them- 
selves of slavery; and if so, congress has the same 
power, for it succeeded to all the powers that they 
had at the time the cession was made. I mean 
to say that congress has the same power over the 
District of Columbia, and the citizens and property 
thereof, that the legislatures of Virginia and Mary- 
land had over the citizens and property of their re- 
spective states. But next, in what consisted that 
power by which the free states abolished slavery 
within their limits? Was it by a provision or re- 
servation of power in the original colonial charters, 
or in their state constitutions? Or was the power 
exercised in conformity with the will, approbation, 
or desire of the people expressed througt the ballot 
boxes? This by me inust go unanswered, for I am 
not in possession of the means of information. If 
there existed neither charter nor constitutional 
power to authorize the abolition of slavery and the 
slave-trade in those states where slavery has been 
abolished, (and any provision in a colonial charter 
must have been recognized by the constitution, if 
there was aconstitution,*) then the power must 
have emanated directly from the people. Such be- 
ing the case, the same power now exists as applied 
to the slave states and to the abolition of slavery. 
The work must be directed by the people—it must 
be the work of the people; for nothing short of a 
majority of their voices would warrant the passage 
of a law which could constitutionally affect their 
property in their siaves. The constitution secures 
in direct terms to every citizen in the United States 
inviolate, the benefit of his contracts and the peacea- 
ble possession of his property, except that it should 
be necessarily condemned for the public use, and 
then the putilbe is bound to pay him a fair and full 
compensation for it. 

The moral thought may be horrible that one man 
should hold property in another—should hold him 
involuntarily in unlimited slavery and unconditional 
bondage in this land of liberty and of laws, whose 
fundamental! principles and whose constitution re- 
cognise all men on a political equality. We have 
legal fiztions—they appear to be ridiculous; but po- 
litical fictions seem to be superlatively ridiculous. 
when they serve to keep nearly three millions of the 
human race within the borders of this happy and 
free republic in unconditional slavery and involun- 








*I believe there are one or two of the states whicl 
have no constitution. 





tary bondage. I say such a thought-may be 1, 
ble to the philanthropist, and ae with fraud act 
and iniquity; but we must take things sometimes 
this world as we find them; they are not as we woul 
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iike to have them, e effects 
I regret that f am not prepared to give a defn, fampnstitutional 
answer to your third question. It is one whic) 7 ate rights, } 
quires careful, deliberate, and patient investigati “Bafects woul 
and the only apology I have for not being bey unate Afr 
prepared to answer your interrogatory is, that jt ha help fearir 
never been my duty to act ‘officially upon the sia ntinuation 
ject; when that time shali come, I will be at ny ian helot 
and prepared, as well as I am capable and suscep Jygpd all histor 
ble of preparation, and will try to discharge my (uy, gpork out its 
with reference to what I suppose to be for the 4 (aml waking u 
interests of my country, and to the support of the onization. 
constitution. very, andl 
I have stated that I am not prepared to give yqjgad States. 
a definite answer to your third interrogatory, The safe, and | 
may be construed into a wish to dodge the ytestion_fegeritory to tl 
not so; and to avoid such a supposition or CONstrye. ne and g 
tion, I will show you that I am not entirely withoy[ygpnsummatec 
opinion on this important subject, nor have | ayy [eg Many of th 
hesitation in expressing that opinion at all times, «geet of slaver 
far as I have made it up. ey may be 
There is no man living, perhaps, who is mop, jmgho are born 
deadly hostile to slavery than I am. Y feelings the bless 
my education, the circumstances that have surround. fampns; HOF are 
ed me through life, together with my principles of the free 
what I believe to constitute the natural and politica James an: tho 
rights of man—all conspire to make me abhor jt apd patriotic 
one of the greatest evils that exists on the face off the slave 
the earth. Yes, greater in its moral effects and cor. blighting 
1 theinsel ve 


rupting tendencies than all other human evils put to. 
gether. It is not only a moral and political eyjj 
within itself, or intrinsically so of the darkest and 


very, if th 
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most damning character, but in all its bearings andjmpeit slaves. 
effects calculated to produce the most fatal effects on fae Geutlemen 
both the moral and the political institutions of oy Mive been dr 
country. Itis an evil that has, does now, and vil le congas 

use their 


in all time to come while it exists, involve ir: it, a 
well in its present possession as in its future ope. 
rations, crime, fraud, theft, robbery, murder, and 
death. For the truth of what I say as to its present 
effects upon the institutions of our country, I have 
only to refer you to a view of the slave states in ow 
Union, and a comparison between the relative con 
dition of the improvements of them and the free 
states. You see the free states happy and flourish 
ing, to the admiration and astonishment of all whofe 
see them. Public improvements and private prof 
perity are swift and head and head in the race, while 
on the other hand poverty, lean and hungry sterility, 
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bat turn your eyes upon the latter and survey it 
every thing material, (except a few of the wealtliy 

roprietors,) bearing the impress of poverty and ¢i- 


apidation; all look as if pestilence and famine hal fd some of \ 
been making their sad innovation. The angero mae th 
emn, in t 


God and the vengeance of Heaven seem to rest upon 
every thing upon which you can cast your eyes 
Every prospect seems to be withered and wilted by 
the frown and disapprobation of avenging Justice 
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ate our independence, which had cost so much blood, 
so much treasure, and so much toil. The toleratiot 
of slavery was one of the conditions'upon which th 
slave states agreed to enter into the confederatio" 
and to adopt the constitution; and to disturb the 
question now, contrary to their wish, and in the face 
of their approbation, is in some degree to violate the 
constitution upon which the federal government W% 
established, and if persisted in may greatly endal 
ger our happy Union. It would be arrogance 10 ©% HMice to the ¢ 
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2 effects of abolitionism, even if there were no 
al objections, or violation of personal or 





sets would. be more fatal to the anbap y and un- 
ynate African than even slavery itself. Nor can 
help fearing some fatal consequences from the 
ntinuation of slavery and the sjave trade. The 
cian helots ruled their masters with a rod of iron, 
j all history is false if slavery does not eventually 
ork out its own salvation, and perhaps with a fear- 
waking up. I have ever been in favor of the 
onization. plan of ameliorating the condition of 
very, and of finally abolishing it within the Uni- 
1 States. The process may be tedious, but it will 
safe, and if there is no new acquisition of slave 
ritory to the Union, it is to be hoped that the hu- 
ne and glorious undertaking may be some day 
nsummated. 
Many of the feelings I have expressed on the sub- 
tof slavery are not selfish, or those of my own; 
ey may be safely said to be the feelings of those 
o are born and reared in the free states, and un- 
rthe blessings and influence of our free institu- 
yng; nor are those opinions confined to the people 
the free states—they are entertained by hun- 
os ani thousands of intelligent, virtuous,wealthy, 
d patriotic citizens of the slave states, and many 
the slaveholders themselves see the withering 
d blighting effects of slavery, and would gladly 


i themselves of their slaves, and their states of 


very, if they could do it without doing injustice 
d violence to the community, and an injury to 
sir slaves. 

Gentlemen, these answers and these opinions 
ve been drawn up in great haste, and with but 
le consideration or time for reflection. Please 
use their imperfections, and believe me to be 


urs, With high esteem. 
A. DUNCAN. 


o Messrs. James Ludlow, Wm. Cary, N. S. 
hooley, Alex. Pendery, A. F. Williams, J. C. 
bbons, Jno. Boggs, J. W. Sellers, A. Aten, R. 
Price, Peter Perlie, B. Bassett, J. F. Leadman, 
C. Clopper, D. Raymond, B. Bonnell, E. S. 
ose, John Lincoln, and Isaac Brower. 





NORTH CAROLINA. 
‘he following resolutions introduced by Mr. 
yner into the house of commons on the 4th ult., 
sed that body on the 21st ult., and the senate on 
27th. The proceedings thereon in both branches 
p appended. 
Vhereas, we believe that a great crisis has arrived in 
political history of our country, on the issue of which 
conceive the satety of our tree institutions to de- 
nd; and whereas, we consider it our bounden duty, as 
representatives of the freemen of North Carolina, to 
ress in calm and dispassionate language our opinions 
the great questions which have been for some time, 
i some of which still are agitating the public mind: 
Resolved, therefore, Thet this general assembly do 
demn, in the most decided manner, that act of the 
ate of the United States, erpunging the records of 
body, as a palpable violation of the plain letter of the 
stitution, and as an act of party servility calculated 
legrade the character of the senate. 
Resolved, That resolutions ought to be passed by the 
ate of the United States condemnatory of that act, 
i rescinding the resolutions authorizing it to be 
ne. 
solved, That this general assembly do consider the 
treasury system, which this administration is en- 
voring to establish, as another item in that series of 
experiments of this and the past administrations, 
h are the main source of that derangement of the 
eney and prostration of commercial credit, which 
been so severely felt of late in every branch of in- 
ry, and which if suffered to become a law, will, by 
endency to augment executive power, to unite the 
se and the sword in the hands of the executive, and 
estroy the credit system by the exaction of specie 
© government dues, ultimately change the real 
racter of our government, and place in peril the 
rues of our country. 
solved, That we consider the public lands of the 
ted States as the common property of all the states, 
‘that we therefore condemn the late act of congress, 
wing settlers on the public lands the right of pre- 
ton at the minimum price, as an act of gross in- 
Ce to the old states which originally ceded them, or 
2 contributed a common fand for their purchase. 
‘solved, That we believe that the most proper and 
table disposition of the public domain, is to divide 
Proceeds arising from their sales among the several 
Sof the Union, according to the ratio of their fed- 
Population, . 
iolved, That we do most solemnly protest against 
, rpetetul extravagance of the present administration, 
; eir profligate expenditures of the public money, 
not only creates a demand for heavy taxation in 
Tto meet the exorbitant appropriations of the gen- 
S°vernment, but which tends to the corruption of 
an morals and the degradation of the national 
violved, That the power and patronage of the exe- 
€ department of the federal government have in- 








comneed to an alarming extent, and ought to be dimin- 
ished. 

Resolved, That our senators in congress will repre- 
sent the wishes of a majority of the people of this state, 
by voting to carry out the foregoing resolutions. 

Resolved, That the governor of this state be requested 
to furward a copy of these resolutions to each of our 
senators In congress, with a request that they lay them 
before the senate of the United States, and one to each 
of the governors of the several states of the Union, with 
a request that they lay them before their respective le- 
gislatures. 


Proceedings of the house of commons on Mr. Ray- 
ner’s resolutions. 


Friday, Dec. 21,1833. The house, on motion of 
Mr. Rayner, resolved itself into a coinmittee of the 
whole, and resumed the consideration of the resolu- 
tions heretofore submitted by him. 

On motion of Mr. Miller, of Burke, the commit- 
tee rose and reported the resolutions to the house 
without pan shite Mr. Hoke then concluded 
his speech, begun in committee of the whole. The 
question being on the adoption of the resolutions, 

Mr. Hoke moved to amend the fifth in the series, 
(which proposes a division of the proceeds of the 
public lands,) by adding the following: ** Pro- 
vided, nevertheless, that the said distribution 
should not render necessary an increase of the tax- 
es or tariff.” 

Messrs. Rayner, Boyden, and Waddell appealed 
to the party with which they acted, to vote down 
any and every amendinent offered. If gentlemen, 
said they, desire an expression of opinion on any 
subject, let them bring forward a substantive pro- 
position, and we will ineet them. 

The question was ther put, and the amendment 
rejected. 

Mr. Hoke moved to amend the resolutions, by 
inserting the following as a distinct resolution be- 
tween the 3d and Ath, viz: 

“Resolved, That the public revenue is collected from 
the people for the support of government, and not for 
the accommodation of banks, and the public funds 
ought not to he loaned out and used by banks.”’ 

Mr. Paine commenced a speech against the 
amendment, but occasionally wandering into a dis- 
cussion of the merits of the subject; he was repeat- 
edly interrupted by questions of order, and finally 
took his seat. 

The question on the adoption of this resolution 
was decided in the negative, 63 to56. As this was 
niforily the state of the vote on every subsequent 
test proposition, we here insert the yeas and nays, 
and refer the reader to them, to ascertain how indi- 
vidual members voted on each distinct proposition: 

For the amendment, Messrs. Amis, Baker, 
Barksdale, Barnes, Bedford, James Blount, Boger, 
Brasswell, Brogden, Bryan, G. W. Caldwell, Card- 
well, Chambers, Daniel, Davis, Eeton, Caleb Irwin, 
Gwynn, Hester, Hoke, Holland, Hollingsworth, 
Howerton, Jarman, Robert Jones, Killian, Larkins, 
Mangum, Massey, James T. Miller, Munday, 
McNeill, Nye, Orr, Perkins, Pollock, Rand, Jas. 
R. Rayner, Read, Roebuck, Siler, Sims, Sloan, 
Stafford, Stallings, Stokard, Sullivan, Taylor, Tom- 
linson, Trollinger, Tuton, Walker, Whitaker, Wil- 
cox, 8S. A. Williams, W. P. Williams-—56. 

Against the amendment, Messrs. Beall, Bell, 


| Blalock, W. A. Blount, Bond, Boyden, Brittain, 


Brummell, Burgess, Joseph P. Caldwell, Carson, 
Ciegz, Clement, Covington, Crawford, Doak, Dun- 
lap, Ellington, E. J. Erwin, Faison, Farrow, Fore- 
man, Gilliam, Gorham, Guthrie, Guyther, Harris, 
Hill, Huggins, Hyman, H. C. Jones, Keener, Lane, 
Lindsay, Matthews, E. P. Miller, W. J. T. Miller, 
Mills, McCleese, McLaughlin, McLaurin, Me Wil- 
liams, Oglesby, Paine, Patton, Peden, Pemberton, 
Petty, Puryear, Proctor, Kenneth Rayner, Robards, 
Rush, Smith, David Thomas, George Thomas, Un- 
derwood, Waddell, Wadsworth, James Williams, 
Wilson, Winston, Young—63. 

Mr. Hoke moved further to amend the resolutions 
by adding to the first in the series (which condemns 
the expunging act) the following: ‘* Provided, we 
do not mean hereby to condemn the patriotic efforts 
of our late president against the United States bank.” 

Mr. Gilliam said it was known to his friends 
generally that le was opposed, on constitutional 
grounds, to a bank of the United States, but he 
should choose his own time and mode for making 
a declaration of his principles. He would not be 
forced into’it by any such system of guerilla war- 
fare, as the gentieman from Lincoln seemed dis- 
posed to pursue. He should vote against the 
amendment. 

Mr. Hoke replied, very good naturedly, that his 
amendment could not be more unpalatable to the 
gentleman from Granville than the resolutions were 
to himself; and as-he could not vote for them in 
their present shape, he was desirous of making 
them as little objectionable as possible. 





ee 


The amendment was rejected 63 to 56. 

Mr. Cardwell moved to add to the 8th resolution 
(which states that our senators will represent the 
wishes of a majority of the people by voting to car- 
ry out the foregoing resolutions) the following: 
‘‘And our senators are hereby instructed so to do.” 

Mr. C. said, if the whigs meant to instruct, why 
not do so in plain terms? 

Mr. Robards replied, that there was no necessity 
for it, for the gentleman himself (Mr. Cardwell) had 
stated in his speech the other day, that the resolu- 
tions were so framed as to have ail the binding force 
of instructions. 

The question on the adoption of the amendment 
was decided in the negative, 64 to 54. (The dif- 
ference in the vote was occasioned by the temporary 
rabsence of Mr. W. P. Williams, and by Mr. Whita- 
ker, of Halifax [Van] voting with the whigs. ) 

Mr. Reid offered the following amendinent, to 
come in at the end of the 8th resolution: ‘Provided, 
we do pot intend to take from our senators the right 
of independent thought and action concerning the 
above measures.” Rejected 63 to 56. 

The question being stated to be on the adoption of 
the resolutions, Mr. Bedford called for a division of 
the question, and moved that the question be taken 
on each resolution separately, which was agreed to. 
Mr. Bedford took the occasion to give his reasons 
for voting on the resolutions, as he should, and ex- 
pressed a confident belief that his constituents would 
sustain him. 

The question on the adoption of the first resolu- 
tion (which condemns the expunge) was decided in 
the affirmative, 63 to 55. 

The question on the second (which declares that 
the senate of the United States ought to pass reso- 
lutions condemnatory of the act) was also decided 
in the affirmative, 63 to 56. 

The 3d resolution (which denounces the sub- 
treasury ¢olis viribus) was also carried 63 to 55— 
Mr. Taylor of Nash being absent. 

Mr. Orr called for a division of the question on 
the 4th resolution. That part of it which declares 
“that the public lands are the common sie S59 of 
| all the states’* was adopted unanimously. The last 
branch of the resolution, (condemning the pre-emp- 
tion act,) was adopted 70 to 48—the following ad- 
ministration inen voting for it, viz: Messrs. Amis, 
Bedford, Hester, Rand, Siler, Stockard, Tomlinson 
and Trollinger. 

The 5th resolution (declaring that the proceeds of 
the public lands should be divided among the several 
states according to federal population) was adopted 
|67 to 52—Messrs. Bediord, Siler, Stockard and Trol- 
linger (adm ) voting for it. 

The 6th resolution (denouncing the extravagance 
of the administration) was adopted 64 to 55—Mr., 
Hester (adin.) voting in the affirmative. 

The 7th resolution (declaring that executive 
| patronage should be abridged) was carried in the 
|aflirmative 66 to 52—Messrs. Bedford, Siler, and 
| Whitaker voting in the affirmative. 

The 8th resolution (declaring our senators will 
‘represent the wishes of the people by voting to car- 
ry out these resolutions) was adopted 63 to 56. 

The 9th (directing the gover: or to forward the 
resolutions) was adopted 63 to 56. 

The whole having been thus adopted, the house 
adjourned at 4 o’clock. 














Proceedings in the senate, December 27, 1838. 

The senate then took up for consideration the en- 
grossed resolutions, condemning the course of our 
senators in congress, which wes read the second 
time; and after considerable discussion, without ar- 
riving at a decision, the senate adjourned until 4 
o’clock; when the resolutions were again taken up. 
Mr. Edwards moved to strike out of the first resolu- 
tion the words ‘‘ and as an act-of party servility, cal- 
culated to degrade the character of the senate;” 
which was negatived 25 to 23. Mr. Wilson moved 
an amendment “that we do not mean hereby to 
condemn the patriotic efforts of our late president 
against the United States bank;”’ which was rejected 
25 to 23. Mr. Reid proposed to amend, by adding 
another resolution claiming the right of the legisla- 
ture to insiruct; which was rejected 25 to 23. Mr. 
Reid proposed another amendment, approving the 
course of our senators on the subject ef abolition pe- 
titions; which was rejected 25 to 23. Mr. Wilson 
proposed a resolution declaring that “ the reverue 
is collected from the people for the support of gov- 
ernment, and not for banking purposes, and no more 
revenue ought to be collected than is absolutely ne- 
cessary for the wants of the government;’’ which was 
rejected 25 to 23. 


resolution, and the second, in favor of its recision, 
passed 25 to 23. The third, condemning the sub- 
treasury, passed 24 to 23—Mr. Moody being tem- 
porarily absent. The fourth, claiming the public 





The first resolution, condemning the expunging — 
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lands as the common property of the states, and 
condemning the late pre-emption act of congress, 

assed 26 to 22—-Mr. Allisun voting with the vwhigs. 

he fifth resolution, for dividing the proceeds of the 
read, Mr. Wilson 
moved this amendment: “ provided the distribution 
should not render necessary an increase of the taxes 
or tariff;” which was rejected 25 to 23. The reso- 
lution then passed 25 to 23—Mr. Allison now vot- 
ing with the administration party. The sixth, pro- 
testing against the wasteful extravagance of the ad- 
ministration, passed 25 to 23. The seventh, declar- 
ing that the power and ge of the executive 
ought to be diminished, passed 25 to 23. The 
eighth. declaring that our senators and representa- 
tives will represent the wishes of a majority of the 

eople by voting to carry out the foregoing resolu- 
Sots, was read, when Mr. Wilson moved to add 
‘and they are instructed so to do;” which was re- 
jected 25 to 23. The resolution then passed 25 to 
23 


Mr. Wilson proposed an amendment, that our 
senators be instructed, and our representatives re- 
quested to vote for a separation of the funds of the 
government from all banks; which was rejected 25 
to 23. The ninth, requesting the governor to trans- 
mit copies, &c. passed 25to 23. ‘The whole series 
of resolutions then passed their final reading by the 
following vote; which slows the state of the votes 
throughout, except in the instances mentioned: 

Ayes—Messrs. Albright, Biddle, Carson, Cherry, Da- 
vidson, Dockery, Franklin Harper, Holt, Jones, Mel- 
chor, Sotchind, Moore, Moody, Moye, Montgomery, 
Myers, Redding, Ribelin, Sharp, Shepard, Speed, 
Spruill, ha Asa and Williams, of Beaufort—25. 

Noes—Messrs. Allison, Arrington, Baker, Bunting, 
Cooper, Edwards, Etheridge, Exum, Fox, Foy, of Ons- 
low, Hawkins, Henry, Hill, Houlder, Kerr, Melvin, 


McDiarmid, Reid, Reinhardt, Rabun, Williams, of 


Person, Wilson, and Whitaker—23. 

Absent—Mr. Foy, of Jones, (whig.) 

Those who participated in the debate, were 
Messrs. Edwards, Reid and Cooper against, and Mr. 
Morehead for, the resolutions. 

It is proper to remark, that the whigs voted 
throughout agaiust the various propositions to amend 


by the adverse party, not so inuch on account of 


hostility to the principles they contained, as because 
it was perfectly understood they were intended to 
embarrass and divide their votes. It was repeatedly 
stated that there was scarcely an amendiment offered 
which the whigs would ‘not cordially mg tar as sep: 
arate and independent propositions; but being satis- 
fied with the resolutions as they stood, they could 
not consent to accept any amendment to them, with 
whatever view offered. 


AFFAIRS OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
DOCUMENTS 

Accompanying the message from the president of the 
United States, transmitting correspondence between 
the executive government of the United States and 
the governor of Pennsylvania. 

House of representatives, December 19, 1838. Read, 

and laid upon the table. 
List of documents. 





No. 1. Report from the secretary of state. 

No. 2. Do. from the secretary of the treasury. 
No. 3. Do. from the secretary of war. 

No. 4. Do. from the secretary of the navy. 
No. 5. Do. from the postmaster general. 


No. 1. 
Department of state, December 18, 1838. 

The secretary of state, to whom has been referred 
a resolution of the house of representatives of the 
17th inst. requesting the president to communicate 
to that house, (if not incompatible with the public 
interest,) whether, since the commencement of the 
present session of congress, any call has been made 
upon the executive dupartment of the government 
by the governor of Pennsylvania for an armed force 
of United States troops, and what (official) corres- 
pondence, if any, has taken place between him and 
the governor of said state, in relation to said call; 
and whether any arins, powder, ball, or buckshot, or 
other munitions of war, have been furnished by the 
United States to any of the troops in Pennsylvania, 
recently called out by order of the executive of that 
state; “and whether any officer of the United States 
instigated or participated in certain late riotous pro- 
ceedings in the state ot Pennsylvania, as alleged in 
the proclamation of the governor of said state; and 
what measures, if any, the president has taken to 
investigate and punish the said acts; and whether 
any such officer still remains in the service of the 
Uni‘ed States,” has the honor to communicate the 
enclosed copy of a letter addressed on the 14th inst. 
agreeably to the directions from the president to the 
marshal for the eastern district of Pennsylvania. A 
sufficient time has not elapsed for an answer to said 
letter to be received; and the further action of the 


department in the matter will depend upon the facts 

as they shall be disclosed by the investigation which 

the marshal has been directed to make. 
Respectfully submitted. 


; JOHN FORSYTH. 
To the president of the United States. 


Department of state, Washington, Dec. 14, 1838. 

Str: I transinit to you an extract from a letter ad- 
dressed by the governor of Pennsylvania to the 
president, complaining of the participation of one 
of your deputies in the Jate disturbances at Harris- 
burg. It will occur to you that all acts on the part 
of officers of the United States, calculated to afford 
just b Memwry for such complaints, cannot but meet 
the decided disapprobation of the president; and you 
ate desired, so faras relates to the conduct of your 
deputy, to acquaint yourself with all the circum- 
stances of the transaction, and report the result of 
your inquiry to this department. 

I am, sir, respecifully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN FORSYTH. 

Samuel D. Patterson, esq. 


Marshal of the United reg? the eastern 
district of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. 
No. 2. . 
Treasury depariment, Dec. 18, 1838. 

Sir: I have received from you a copy of a reso- 
lution, passed by the house of representatives on the 
17th instant, in which, among other matter, is an 
inguiry ‘whether any officer of the United States 
instigated or participated in certain late riotous pro- 
ceedings in the state of Pennsylvania, as alleged in 
the proclamation of the governor of said state; and 
what measures, if any, the president has taken to 
investigate and punish the said acts; and whether 
any such officer still remains in the service of the 
United States.” 

I am not aware that any officer connected with the 
treasury department instigated or participated in the 
proceedings referred to. 

Before the passage of the resolution, I received a 
communication from yon, inquiring whether any 
person by the hame of Penniman was an officer of 
the custom-house at Philadelphia; and, ifso, whether 
he had been concerned in any of the recent difficul- 
ties at Harrisburg. 

I immediately; wrote to the collector at Philadel- 
phia for a report on the subject; but sufficient time 
has not yet elapsed to receive a reply. Whenever 
one arrives, the result will be submitted to your con- 
sideration; and, in the mean time, I would remark, 
that no person of that name is known here to be an 
officer of the custom-house at Philadelphia. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, yours, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
To the president of the United Stutes. 


P. S. Since the above letter was written, I have 
received the reply of the collector of Philadelphia, 
a copy of which is annexed. L. W. 


Custom-house, Philadelphia, Dec. 17, 1838. 

Str: ITamin receipt of your letter of the 15th 
instant, enclosiig an extract of one from governor 
Ritner, charging,.among other things, that Pen- 
nian, said to be a custom-house officer, is among 
“the most active leaders of the mob,” &c. I have 
the satisfaction to say, in reply, that Mr. Penniman 
is not now, nor has he ever been, a custom-house officer; 
and that there is not now, nor has there been at any 
time during the recent excitement at Harrisburg, a 
single custom-house officer, over whom the collec- 
tor has the supervision or control, absent from his 
duties at this place. The excitement which has 
existed, and now, unhappily, continues to exist, at 
Harrisburg, having been anticipated, I took an early 
opportunity to direct a general order to be promul- 
gated among the officers of the custom-house, pro- 
hibiting them from visiting the seat of government, 
under any pretence whatever, during the continu- 
ance of the controversy in relation to the contested 
seats of the members of either house of the legisla- 
ture; which order, to the best of my knowledge, has 
been literally and faithfully complied with. Of all 
which his excellency governor Ritner would have 
been most cheerfully informed, if he had condescen- 
ded to inquire at this office. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 
your most obedient servant, 

GEORGE WOLF, collector. 

Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 


No. 3. 
War department, December 18, 1838. 
Sir: In obedience to your directions, I have the 
honvr to submit the accompanying copies of docu- 
ments, which embrace the correspondence with the 
governor of Pennsylvania, and contain the infor- 








mation called for in the first clause of the resolu. | 
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tion of the house of representatives of vesterdss 
date, viz: TSR gon: It i 
A. A letter of captain E. V. Sumner, commang iially to it 
ing the detachment of dragoons at Carlisi, fapiolence © 
Pennsylvania, communicating a call of the o:'gmhe prese?! 
vernor of that state on him for a military fo;¢, Jpamgions of th 
and his answer. 'Petate has be 
B. Answer of this department theréto. in conft 
C. Aletter and pda 2 Na documents from + acer of the 
governor, addressed to the president, cajjj,,fmgrom callin 
on him to furnish a military force. 8 t stood adj 
D. The answer of the department thereto. jolence. 


E. The reply of the governor to this answer, 


ave not. 
F, The answer of the department to this reply, 


he executi 


G. A secon: letter froth captain Sumner, enclosiy,jmmwhich took 
a second one from the governortohim. ° Under t 
H. A letter from this department to major Craig, ;, [imduty to the 
command of the United States arsenal at Pij, jemto law and 
burg. you, and f 
I. A letter from captain G. D. Ramsay, in cop, Mgourth sect 
mand of the Frankford arsenal, Pennsylyanj, fimtion of the 
to the colonel of ordnance, stating that a rp, jemtect this st 
quisition had been made on him by the gove, fmviolence W 
nor for fixed ammunition. | Phat thi 
K. Letter from the colonel of ordnance to captaj)immthe propr! 
Ramsay, asking what stores had been issyqf/mmoment, 
by him in pursuance of the governor’s requ,mst is only T 
sition. informed t! 
L. Reply of captain Ramsay thereto, with an jn.pewith freede 


business; < 
of this stat 
in Decemb 
ed in the 

therefore d 
convened, « 


voice of the stores issued by him. 

M. From the colonel of ordnance to captain Ran. 
say. 

N. Letter from captain Ramsay in answer. 

O. From the colonel of ordnance, directing captain 
Ramsay to report in person at the seat of go. 















vernment. On yeste 
In reply to the second clause of the resolution, me. V- Sum 
have to state that no officer of the department hagmmgoous and | 
“instigated or participated in the riotous proceedfmmo! his com 
ings” referred to in the resolution. pers will e 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, Hips reply. 
J. R. POINSETT, J For the 
To the president of the United States. enclose thi 
cosas jssued on 
A. statement ¢ 
Carlisle barracks, Dec. 15, 1838. | taney 
Str: I forward herewith a letter that I have r ens to b 
~~ from governor Ritner, together with my rep) onakh, Wee 
° " | 
I am, sir, very respesllly sAPBE Bits cere G.. tbe 
bah 2 re post office. 
Captain 1st dragoons, commanding. BE ¢ +15 east 
To brig. gen. R. Jones, adj. gen. Penniman, 
Harrisburg, Dec. 5, 1838. Bat Philadel 
Srr: An insurrection having broken out at thf I have | 
place, by which the regular functions of the std your obedi 
government have been completely interrupted, 2 
the state capital thrown into the possvssion of Mi To his exc 
lawless mob, to the exclusion of the legislature,! 
hereby request you forthwith to march the troops# 
your command to Harrisburg, for the protection@@™ Str: A | 
the constituted authorities of the commonweallfM@tion into th 
for the suppression of the insurrection, and for thli@afternoon, 
preservation of our republican form of goveproduced a 
ment, agreeably with the constitution of the Unitqder, and « 
States. members. 
I am, sir, &c. and, I hav 
JOSEPH RITNER. BB violence u 
To captain Sumner, will. Une 
Of the U. S. dragoons, stationed at Carlisle. assemble 
Carlisle barracks, Dec. 5, 1838. HeCommunic; 
Srp: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipe" ee 
of your letter of this date, and I hasten to reply jg &*\raording 
it. As the disturbance at the capital of this st Y 


appears to proceed from political differences alo 
I do not feel that it would be proper for me to! 
terpose my command between the parties. If th 
riot proceeded from any other cause, I would otf 


His excelle 


you the services of my command before you ety 
receive this letter. : ; Seaeet ginal. 
ir, with hig , your obedient 
I am, sir, with hig ng sot bon SUMNER, Magee fi 
Capt. \st dragoons, commanding. & phe bei 
The hon. J. Ritner, governor of Pennsylvania. sary to 
a Str: T 
War depurtment, Dec. 8, 1838. ted h 
Str: The department approves of your reply wth Peter 
the requisition of the governor of Per:nsylvape Hortons ant 
In doubtful cases, similar orders must be transmit that to 
by direction of the president of the United St the Res 
and, in all cases, where the seat of governme” hes ‘oe se 
near the theatre of the disturbance, the neces ree th 
must be very urgent and 35 en to justify an oi on a 
cer commanding a detached post in marching eutdhe te rs 
forces to repress an insurrection, without autho to all . 
to do so from this department. a te state eave) 
ien ' v 
Very respectfully, your _ 7 edient scOTT.f the presid 





Capt. E. V. Sumner, Carlise, Pennsylvania. 
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Cc. 
aa Harrisburg, ( Penn.) Dec. 7, 1838. 


erday ‘ Grr: It is my exceedingly unpleasant duty offi- 
oma ‘ally to inform you that such a state of domestic 
“arlish julence exists at this place as has put an end, for 
the ; Bathe present, to all the exercise of the regular func- 
yf §0- ions of the state governgnent. The senate of the 
ans tate has been compelled, by intimidation, to break 

&.,, in confusion. The duly appointed presiding of- 
rom thf mpicer of the house of representatives was prevented 


, lling the house to order at the hour to which 

— bod adjourned, and was ejected from the hall by 

‘olence. The state department is closed, and If 

er, ave not deemed it safe or prudent to proceed to 

eply he executive chamber since the first disturbance, 
nelosin vhich took place on the 4th instant. 

; Under this state of things, I have thought it my 












































Craio i faimduty to the good citizens of this commonwealth, and 
at Pile o jaw and order, to lay the foregoing facts before 


vou, and to request you, in accordance with the 
ourth section of the fourth article of the constitu- 


in com. c 

vivian ion of the United States, to take measures to pro- 
at i. ect this state against the effects of the domestic 
e gover iolence which Is now in existence. 


[hat there may be no doubt in your mind as to 
he propriety of your interference at the present 
oment, without an application to the legislature, 
it is only requisite to say that I have been officially 
nformed that neither branch of the legislature can, 
sith freedom and safety, meet for the transaction of 
business; and, further, that though the legislature 
of this state annually convenes on the first Tuesday 
iu December, I have not yet been officially inform- 
ed in the usual manner of their organization. I 
therefore do not believe that the legislature can be 
convened, or thatit is already in session. 

On yesterday I made a formal application to capt. 
E. V. Sumner, commanding the United States dra- 
goous and other forces at Carlisle, for the assistance 
of his command, of which the accompanying pa- 
pers will exhibit a copy, together with a copy of 
his reply. 

For the full information of your excellency, I 
enclose the copy of a proclamation which I have 
issued on the occasion, together with a published 
statement of the facts counected with the riot in the 
senate chamber, signed by a majority of the sena- 
tors, and the material facts of which have been 
sworn to by the speaker and other members of the 
senate, and other published documents. 

It is proper to state that the most active leaders 
of the mob are J. J. McCahen, of the Philadelphia 
post office, Charles F. Muench, a deputy marshal 
of the eastern district of Pennsylvania, and 
Penniman, said to be an officer of the custom-house 
at Philadelphia. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, 
your obedient servant, 


) Captaiy 
N issued 
"§ requi. 


h an in. 


in Ram. 


e captain 
at of 0- 


olution, 
ment he 
proceed 


ervant, 
SETT. 


, 1838. | 
have re 
my repli 


it servant 
IER, 
anding. 





, 1838, 
ut at thi 
the stat 
pted, a 
ssion of 


JOS. RITNER. 
To his excellency Marlin Van Buren, 


islature, | President of the United States. 
troops: Harrisburg, Dec. 4, 1838. 
tection Str: A mob of lawless persons made an irrup- 
onweall@tion into the senate chamber during its session this 


rd for the 
f govern 
he Unit 


afternoon, threatened violence and bloodshed, and 
produced a riot and confusion; overthrowing all or- 
der, and endangering the personal safety of the 
members. The same men assembled last night, 
and, [have been informed, resolved to proceed to 
violence unless the senate would submit to their 
will. Under these circumstances, the senate cannot 
lisle. assemble and deliberate. I feel bound to make a 
5, 1838. Me COMmunication of these facts to your excellency, 
he receifimm 9 order that you may take such measures as this 
o reply tam €Xtraordinary state of things seems to demand. 
this sta Yours, respectfully, 


ces aldol CH. B. PENROSE, 


T NER. 


me to I : Speaker of the senate. 

.. If thi His excellency Joseph Ritner. 

ould oft : Harrisburg, Dec. 6, 1838. 

you wil rin ea that the above is a true copy of the ori- 
al, 

ent serv’ J. WALLACE, Dep. Sec. 

NER, [Here follows the proclamation of the governor, 

anding. fe Which, being already before the public, itis not ne- 

nid. cessary to reinsert in our pages—see p. 240.] 












War department, Dec. 11, 1838. 


3, 1838. Str: The letter addressed by your excellency to 
ir reply! the president of the United States, under date of the 
ylvapia. Har instant, was received yesterday morning and re- 
‘ansmitt@™ ‘erred to this: department, where it has received 
ed Statégm that respectful and earnest consideration to which 
rnment im ‘he high source whence it emauates, and the impor- 
necessilf™ ‘ance of the subject entitled it. 

fy an of en, this communication your excellency informs 
rching 9% ““¢ president that such a state of domestic violence 


-authon rey at Harrisburg as to put an end, for the present, 
0 all the exercise of the regular functions of the 
servant, 


SETT. 


1a. 


e president, in accordance with the 4th section of 


state government, and renders it your duty to request | 





the 4th article of the constitution of the United 
States, to take measures to protect the state of Penn- 
sylvania, against the effects of the domestic violence 
which your excellency affirms to be there in exist- 
ence. 

The clause of the constitution to which your ex- 
cellency refers, and the act passed in pursuance 
thereof, authorize the president to call out the mili- 
tia ouly on the application of a legislature of the 
state, or of the executive of astate, when the legis- 
lature cannot be convened. The nature of the pre- 
sident’s duty being, therefore, discretionary, it is 
incumbent upon him to exercise the utmost care in 
examining into all the circumstances of the case, as 
well as to determine whether the occasion contem- 
plated by the law has occurred. 

The commotion which now threatens the peace 
of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania does not ap- 
pear tu rise from any opposition to the laws; but 
grows out of a political contest between different 
members of the government, most, if not all, of them 
admitted to be the legal representatives of the peo- 
ple constitutionally elected, about their relative 
rights, and especially in reference to the organiza- 
tion of the popular branch of legislature. To inter- 
fere in any commotion growing out of a eontroversy 
of so grave and delicate a character by the federal 
authority, armed with the military power of the 
government, would be attended with the most dan- 
yerous consequences to our republican institutions. 
In the opinion of the president, his interference in 
any political commotion in a state, would only be 
justified by the application for it being clearly with- 
in the meaning of the fourth section of the fourth 
article of the constitution, and of the act of congress 
passed in pursuance thereof, and where the domes- 
tic violence brought to his notice is of such a char- 
acter that the state authorities, civil and military, 
after having been duly called upon, have proved in- 
adequate to suppress it. 

The law, as has been already stated, requires that 
the-interposition of the federal government should 
be moved by the legislature of the state unless it 
cannot be convened; and, notwithstanding the 
speaker of the senate states on the 4th instant, that 
the body over which he presides cannot assemble, 
and your excellency, in your communication of the 
7th instant, expresses the opinion that the legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania cannot be convened. still, from 
subsequent information, which although not official, 
comes in a form sufficiently authentic to entitle it 
to credit, it appears that both branches of the legis- 
lature were in session in the capitol of the state on 
the 8th instant, and transacted business there; and 
that the senate received messages froin the house 
of representaiives on that day. If this be so, and 
there is no reason to doubt the fact, the legislature 
of the state has been convened since the date of 
yourexcellency’s letter. Nor does it appear, either 
from your excellency’s letter or the published docu- 
ments which accompanied it, that the civil or mili- 
tary authorities of the state have refused to perform 
their respective duties in suppressing any existing 
disturbances. b 

Your excellency does not even allude to their be- 
ing inadequate to suppress the domestic violence of 
which you complain, or protect the legislature in 
the performance of its official duties either at the 
seat of government or wherever else they may be 
convened. It appears, on the contrary, that a por- 
tion of the militia of the state, who were warned 
by your excellency in your proclamation of the 4th 
instant, an authenticated copy of which accompa- 
nies your letter, to hold themselves in instant readi- 
ness to repair to the seat of government, have in 
pursuance of further requisition, and in compliance 
with your éxcellency’s order, actually proceeded in 
force to Harrisburg. 

Under all these circumstances, the president 
thinks he shall best discharge the celicate and re- 
sponsible duties imposed upon him by the constitu- 
tion and the laws, by abstaining from adopting the 
measures indicated by your excellency’s applica- 
tion, at all events, until it shall have appeared that 
the state authorities are inadequate to preserve the 
public peace, and until his interposition is called 
for by the legislature of the state, according to the 
constitution and laws, or the impracticability of con- 
vening that body made certain. j 

With regard to the circumstances mentioned by 
your excellency, of certain officers of government 
being present at Harrisburg and acting as active 
leaders of the mob, the president has directed in- 
quiry to be made into the facts, and your excellency 
may be assured that justice shall be done in the 
premises. 

Very respectfully, 
Your most obedient servant, 
: J.R. POINSETT. 
His excellency, Joseph Riiner, 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 
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Executive department, 

. Harrisburg, December, 14, 1888. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of a letter from the secretary of war, dated 
on the 11th instant, in reply to my letter of the 7th 
addressed to you. Abstaining altogether, at this 
time, from any discussion of the duty which, un. 
der the constitution of the United States, devolves 
on the executive of the Union in such a state of 
things as has occurred, I deem it incumbent on me, 
in justice to the people of Pennsylvania and its 
constituted authorities, respectfully but firmly to 
pre against the course which, according to the 
etter of the secretary of war, has been adopted, 
and the means used to obtain information for the 

nidance of that department. The executive of 

ennsylvania, with a due sense of his responsibility, 
applied to the president of the United States to 
know if he might rely on the aid which the consti- 
tution directs him to afford against domestic vio- 
lence, at a time when the legislature was not and 
could not be convened. When this application was 
made, the legislature was prevented from meetin 
by domestic violence; the case contemplated by the 
constitution, therefore, in spirit and in letter, had 
arisen. In this state of things I regret to find that 
the secretary of war has thought it within the line 
of his duty to regulate his conduct and yours by 
information and intelligence derived from other 
sources, ‘‘ not official.””, When I assure you that 
the restoration of the legislature of Pennsylvania to 
the undisturbed exercise of its functions has not yet 
been effected, you will perceive, in the event of my 
having failed to suppress domestic violence, by how 
unsafe a rule the executive of the union has thought 
it advisable to regulate his conduct. Happily tor 
the honor of this commonwealth, and more happily 
for the honor of the executive of the union, the ne- 
cessity for your interposition which existed when 
my letter of the 7th instant was addressed to you, 
has been obviated. A constitutional requisition 
having been made on the citizen soldiers of this 
commonwealth, it was promptly regarded; the au- 
thorities to whom it was addressed not pausing to 
inguire whether an emergency had occurred, and 
not allowing their compliance to depend on extrin- 
sic information derived from sources “ not official.” 
Nor has the secretary of war been misled in this 
particular alone. Relying on the unofficial inform- 
ation by which he has been guided, he has dssumed 
that the recent insurrectionary movements at this 
seat of government bave not arisen from any oppo- 
sition to the laws, but grew out of a political con- 
test between “different members of the govern- 
ment.”? Thereis not at this moment, nor has there 
ever been, any political contest between different 
members of this government; and had there been, 
it would have been adjusted without the interposi- 
tion, solicited or unsolicited, of the general govern- 
ment, or any of its officers. I regret, therefore, 
that the secretary of war has been misled by his 
confidence iu other information than such as was 
strictly official, and which, unlike that on which 
he has relied, he might know to be authentic. The 
capitol of this commonwealth was invaded by an 
organized body of men, claiming to act against the 
constituted authorities of the state. To protect 
the senate of Pennsylvania, (the only body of whose 
organization I am yet informed,) the authority, or- 
dinary and extraordinary, vested in me, was wholly 
inadequate. By the agency of this organized and 
tumultuous body, the functions of this government 
were suspended. What resemblance the unofficial 
advisers of the secretary of war may see in this in- 
vasion of the capitol by an organized and insurrec- 
tionary force, to “a political contest between mem- 
bers of the same government,” I, of course, have 
no means of ascertaining. That there are individ- 
yals who view the calamitous occurrences of the 
last week at this place without regret or disappro- 
bation, I have no doubt; I only regret that the se- 
cretary of war, whose distinguished position and 
high personal as well as official character no one 
acknowledges more readily than I do, should, in 
such an emergency, have thought it right to act 
according to counsels which, had the issue proved 
different, would have been the means of reflecting 
discredit on the executive of the union. 

As chief magistrate of a state of this union, I deem 
it my duty, with assurances of the highest personal 
and official consideration, to present these views te 
you, in order that hereafter, should unhappily such 
a relation again subsist between the state and fed- 
eral authorities, the preference given in this in- 
stance to unofficial and suspected means of inform- 
ation may not be drawn into precedent, or be con- 
strned to authorize a refusal or neglect on the part 
of the national government to afford the assistance 
it is bound to render to the states, all and each of 
them; and then to justify it by a credulous reliance’ 
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on other means of communication and intelligence 
than the constitution and laws recognise. 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obe- 


dient servant, 
| JOSEPH RITNER. 
To his ee Martin Van Buren, 
resident of the United States. » 


F. 
War department, Dec. 17, 1838. 

Sir: Your letter of the 14th instant, addressed 
to the president, has been received by him, and re- 
ferred to this department. 

At all times anxious to maintain the most respect- 
ful and friendly relations between the executive 
authorities of the federal and state governments, 
the president regrets that the reasons assigned b 
this department, in its letter to you of the 11th in- 
stant, fur his decision on the application for military 
aid contained in your communication of the 7th, 
are not regarded as satisfactory by yourexcellency. 
He is, however, happy to be assured, by the same 
communication, that the state authorities have 
proved sufficient to suppress the domestic violence 
complained of, and that the interposition of the mil- 
itary power of the United States, invoked by your 
excellency for that purpose, has been rendered un- 
necessary. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 

J.R. POINSETT. 

His excellency Joseph Riiner, 

Governor of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, Pa. 
G. 
Carlisle barracks, Dec. 9, 1838. 

Sir: I received the enclosed letter Jate on F'ri- 
day night, from the hands of Mr. Penrose, and after 
a long conversation with him, told him that I should 
adhere to my first determination, and have nothing 
whatever to do with the political disturbances at 
Harrisburg. On reflection, I thought it would be 

roper to call upon the governor, and state to bim 
in person my reasons for not complying with his 
request. I did so yesterday, and J believe left him 
satisfied of the correctness uf my course. 

The governor believes there is imminent danger 
of an immediate outbreak; but I must say that I 
saw nothing there yesterday that led me tothe same 
belief; the town was. perfectly quiet, and the inhab- 
itants were engaged in their usual pursuits, with- 
out manifesting the slightest alarm. 

This disturbance at Harrisburg is entirely a po- 
litical affair. The line is drawn between the two 
rival parties of the state, and the people, to a inan, 
go in suppert of the measures of their leaders; both 
parties disclaim all intention of violence. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 


vant, 
E. V. SUMNER, 
Czptain 1st dragoons, com’g. 
Brig. Gen. R. Jones, adjutant general. 


Harrisburg, Dec. 7, 1838, 44 p. m. 

Srr: Since I wrote to you on the 5th, and re- 
ceived your reply, the appearance of affsirs here has 
become decidedly more threatening. The whole 
regular operations of the state government have 
ceased. ‘The legislature is overawed from meeting 
by a mob, and their halls are in possession of the 
rioters. The public arms are at the mercy of nen 
who are expected every moment to take possession 
of them, and turn them against the constituted au- 
thorities of the state, and the orderly and peaceable 
of all parties. However right the scruples inen- 
tioned to me in your letter might under other cir- 
cumstances be, I do hope that, in the crisis which 
has now arrived, you will not hesitate an instant in 
using your command for the maintenance of order 
and the preservation of many valuable lives. 

The hon. C. B. Penrose, speaker of the senate 
of this state, will communicate to you fully what 
the situation of things here is, and what has been 
done on my part; and I request that you will give 
the same credence to what he will state and suggest 
as if I had made it known to you officially in writ- 


ng. aid 
Respectfully, your fellow-citizen, 
' JOSEPH RITNER. 


Captain E. V. Sumner, U. S. dragoons, Curliste. 


H. 

War department, Dec. 15, 1838. 
Srr: In consequence of the informal requisitions 
which have been made upon the arsenals of the 
United States by the authorities of the state of 
Pennsylvania, you are instructed not to comply 
with any requisitions for arms or munitions of war, 

without authority from this department. 
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


y any 
&e. 


a 
Frankford arsenal, Dec. 7, 1838. 

Coronet: I have the honor to apprize you that 
a requisition has this day been made on me by the 
governor of Pennsylvania for fixed ammunition, 
and other military stores, for the use of the volun- 
teer troops which move in the morning from Phila- 
delphia to Harrisburg. 

I learn that great excitement pervades the whole 
state; and it seems to me to present a forcible ar- 
gument in favor of an augmentation of the enlisted 
force of the ordnance department, that suitable mi- 
litary guards may at all times be kept at the United 
States arsenals. The breaking open of the state 
arsenal at Harrisburg clearly shows that an occa- 
sion is only necessary to cause the same attempt on 
United States arsenal. 
write you in haste, and am, very respectfully, 

GEORGE D. RAMSAY, 
Captain ordnance, commanding. 

I shall send in the ammunition immediately with 
this letter. 

Col. George Bumford, 

Ordnance department, Washington. 


K. 
Ordnar.ce office, 
Washington, December 10, 1838. 
Sir: You will be pleased to inform me what 
stores have been issued in pursuance of the requi- 
sition of the governor of Pennsylvania, referred to 
in yuur letter of the 7th inst. 
Respectfully, your obecient servant, 
GEO. BOMFORD, col. of ordnance. 
Capt. Geo. D. Ramsay, Frankford arsenal. 


L. 
Frankford arsenal, Dec. 8, 1838. 
Srr: I have the honor to enclose herewith an 
inventory of the ordnance stores issued yesterday 
on the requisition of the governor of Pennsylvania. 
As the governor directs those stores to be 
charged to the state, I have to request that an or- 
der for supplies be transmitted to me, to cover this 
issue. 
Respectfully, I am, sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
GEORGE D. RAMSAY, 
Captain ordnance, commanding. 
Col. Ceo. Bomford, ordnance department. 
Inventory of ordnance stores issued by col. A. J. Plea- 
santon, on requisition of the governor of Pennsyl- 
vania, dated December 7, 1838. 
12,430 musket ball and buckshot cartridges. 
600 pistol cartridges. 
400 priming tubes. 
68 6 pounder strapped shot, fixed. 
120 6 pounder canister shot, fixed. 
132 6 pounder cannon balls. 
132 6 pounder cartridges, filled. 
200 musket flints. 
100 pistol flints. 
20 lbs. slow match. 
Frankford arsenal, Dec. 7, 1838. 
GEO. D. RAMSAY, 
, Captain of ordnance. 
Endorsement of the secretary of war, on capt. Ram- 
sey’s letter of the 8th December, 1838. 
‘‘Under the law of 1808, the states are not enti- 
tled to receive any munitions of war, other than 
arms and equipments; and no issue even of these 
ought to be made by an officer in charge of mititary 


stores, but by order of the department. 
a eee 
M. 
Ordnance office, 
Washington, December 12, 1838. 
Srr: It has been deemed proper to submit to the 
secretary of war your letter of the 8th instant, re- 
lative to the issue of amimunition to the state of 
Pennsylvania; and he has ordered that ‘under the 
law of 3808, the states are not entitled to receive 
any munitions of war, other than arms and equip- 
ments, and no issue even of these ought to be made 
by an officer in charge of military stores, but by 
order of the department.” The secretary of war 
regrets that, in a case of this kind, involving a dis- 
pute of an exclusively political character, you 
should have complied, without previous authority, 
with the requisition of the governor; and he directs 
that you take measures to recover, if practicable, 
the stores so issued, and replace them in the public 
storehouses. As it is hoped that circumstances 
have not demanded the actual use of these muni- 
tions, you will probably find Jittle difficulty in ef- 
fecting this object. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE BOMFORD, 
Colonel of ordnance. 





Maj. H. K. Craig, U. S. arsenal, Pitisburg, Pa. 


Captain George D. Ramsay, Frankford arsenal. 


N —$—_—— 
Frankford arsenal, Dec. 15, 1838 
Str: I hasten to reply to your letter of the 194, 
instant, this moment received. 


I feel mortified that I should have incurreq the 
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form you tk 
Charles B. 
his stale, 
ny house t 


disapprobation of the honorable secretary of y. arrisburg; 
by my compliance with the requisition of the pr ene and 
vernor of Pennsylvania; afid shall take measure, rarrackSs - 
forthwith to demand a return of the stores. Banoer,o 
I deem it proper, in justification of my course | once in mo 
to state, that on assuming command of this arseraj| My|vania. 


I took an early occasion to acquaint myself with 
the official correspondence of my predecessor, an 
was struck with his letter to you of the 9th Jun 
1838, wherein he reports his compliance with a 19. 
quisition of the sheriff of Philadelphia for one thoy, 
sand five hundred sounds of ball cartridges; ang 


requesting, should he have erred in so doing, you — 


instructions for his future guidance. From you, 
letter in reply, bearing date June 14, 1838, | beg 
leave to make the following extract: “I have {, 
state that the course you have pursued is perfectly 
satisfactory and proper; issues of this character, ; 
is considered, coine within the spirit of the provisy 
contained in the filty-fifth par. oF the ordnance 1. 
gulations. I enclose herewith an order for supplies 
to cover the issue.” Having this precedent ang 
supposed authority before me, I did not hesitate ty 
use my greatest exertions to comply with the re. 
quisition of the governor of Pennsylvania, handed 
me in person by colonel Pleasanton, a gentleman 
well known to me. 

As to the matter at issue being ‘‘a dispute of an 
exclusively political character,’ I do not consider 
myself a competent judge, having no connection 
with, and a perfect detestation of politics. I looked 
upon the authority making the requisition as the 
governor of a sovereign state, and, as such, enti. 
tled to my official respect. 

If I have erred in so doing, and in misconceiving 
the spirit of the proviso contained in the 55th par, 
of the ordnance regulations, and your letter before 
alluded to, I have only to express my regret; which 
would indeed be augmented could I for a moment 
suppose that I had, by my official course, promoted 
the views of any political faction. 

I beg that this letter be laid before the honorable 
secretary of war. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your 


obedient servant, 
GEORGE D. RAMSAY, 
Captain ordnunce, commanding. 
Col. George Bom/ford, ordnance depariment. 


O. 
Ordnance office, 
Washington, December 18, 1838. 
Srr: In pursuance of instructions from the secre- 
tary of war, you are hereby directed to report in 
person to me at this office, without delay. You 
will leave the arsenal in charge of the military store- 
keeper. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. BOMFORD, 
Col. of ordnance. 
Capt. Geo. D. Ramsay, Frankford arsenal. 


No. 4. 
Navy department, Dec. 18, 1838. 

The secretary of the navy, to whom was referred 
so much of the resolution of the house of represen- 
tatives of the 17th of December, 1838, as requests 
the reac of the United States to communicate 
to the house, if not incompatible with the public 
interest, “‘whether any officer of the United States 
instigated or participated in certain late riotous pro- 
ceedings in the state of Pennsylvania, as alleged in 
the proclamation of the governor of said state,” has 
the honor to report, that the only officers of the 
United Siates navy who are known to have been at 
Harrisburg at the time of the riotous proceedings 
referred to, are commodore Jesse D. Elliott and 
passed midshipman Charles Robinson; and that the 
first information received at this department of the 
presence of these two officers at Harrisburg was 
communicated to it by the letter of commodore 


which, (marked A,) covering one addressed by biin 
to Charles B. Penrose, esq. speaker of the senate 
of Pennsylvania, is herewith submitted; upon the 
receipt of which letter, an order was addressed to 
commodore Elliott, a copy of which (marked B) is 
also enclosed. 
Respectfully submitted, 

J. K. PAULDING. 
The president of the United States. 

A. 

Harrisburg, Dec. 10, 1838. 





i 


Srr: Ere this you will have been advised of the 
state of things whith exist here; and [ have to in- 


Elliott, of the 10th of December instant, a copy of 
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= On, 
_—-~ 


———e 


ou that at a late houronthe night of the 8th, 
B. Penrose, esq., president of the senate of 
this state, accompanied by major general Samuel 
sjexander, of the Pennsylvania militia, called at 

y house to apprize me of the state of things at 
farrisburg, as being in complete anarchy and con- 

zion, and wished me to accompany them to the 
® racks, and assist them in prevailing on captain 
eae” of the United States dragoons, to put his 
bie in motion for the seat of government of Penn- 
vivani®- Doubting the propusty of the move, 
v4 delicacy towards an officer in command, and of 

different corps, and knowing I had no right to ex- 
reise authority, Tdeclined. 

Under the proclamation of his excellency the go- 
ernor, I departed at an early hour on the following 
norning in the cars, leaving the accompanying 
ommunication for the president of the senate; (a 
opy of which I enclose; } reached Harrisburg at 7 
‘clock, accompanied by passed midshipman Charles 
Robinson; Waited on the governor; stated to him 


orm ¥ 
harles 


Mv presence under his proclamation, in readiness to 


ssist him in counsel, or in any other way he might 
equire my services; that I should remain in town 
Hill quiet was re-established; in the meantime, I 
vould endeavor, by mixing with the partisans, to 
pease one, and restore confidence with the others. 
This he approved. I am happy to say yesterday a 
Jisposition was manifested to come to a quiet con- 
jusion; and, doubtless, had this been a business 
jay, matters would have been arranged. What in- 
suence the arrival of six hundred volunteers from 
Philadelphia will have, time only can determine; 
but should they bring with them the feelings which 
seemed maniiest with the Cumberland volunteers, 
hey will only serve to add fuel to the flame. 
There is, so far aa I can see, no use for a force of 
he federal government. 
Iam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


J. D. ELLIOTT. 
on. Jumes K. Paulding, 
Secretary of the navy, Washington. 


Carlisle, Dec. 9, 1838. 
Siz: I had expected the pleasure of seeing gene- 
Jal Alexander and yourself upon your return from 
the barracks last evening, after leaving my house; 
. procsunenen of his 
called upon to de- 


“excellency the governor. I fee 


‘art this morning in the cars for Harrisburg, not 


With the view of entering into a political contro- 
Sustaining himself in his office. 
> I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser- 


want, 
a J. D. ELLIOTT. 
Wharles B. Penrose, esq. 
: Speaker of the senate of Pennsylvania. 
B. 

Navy department, Dec. 12, 1838. 
Sir: Your communication informing the depart- 
ment that, ‘“‘under the proclamation of the governor 
f Pennsylvania,”? you had proceeded from Carlisle 
0 Harrisburg, for the purpose of ‘assisting him in 
ounsel, or in any other way he might require your 
ervices,” has been received. 
The department does not perceive that the pro- 
lamation of governor Ritner has any reference 
hatever to the officers of the navy of the United 
tates; nor does it think vou have acted with due 
iscretion in thus mingling in the conflicts of state 
ulhorities, in relation to disputed points properly 


ilitary, of the United States. 
You will, therefore, on the receipt of this order, 
fave Harrisburg forthwith, and, together with mid- 


rival at that place, and strictly abstaining from all 
terference in civil conflicts, until otherwise di- 
ected by this department. | 
lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
! J. K. PAULDING. 
om. Jesse D. Elhott, 
- 8. navy, Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 


No. 5. 
Post office department, Dec. 18, 1838. 
Sir: In compliance with your directions, I have 
€ honor to submit the following report, in refer- 
nee to the latter clause of the resolution adopted 
esterday by the house of representatives: 


€ resolution inquires ‘‘whether any officer of 


ne United States instigated or participated in cer- 
ain late riotous proceedings in the state of Pennsyl- 
ania, as alleged in the proclamation of the gover- 
or of said state; and what measures, if any, the 





Wersy, but assisting the governor with the power of 


ppertaining to themselves, and not requiring or 
uthorizing the intervention of any officer, naval or 


hipman Robinson, return to Carlisle, reporting your 


resident has taken to investigate and punish said 
cls; and whether such officer still remains in the 


In consequence of rumors that some person at- 
tached to the post office at Philadelphia was taking 
an active part in passing scenes at Harrisburg, I did, 
at your suggestion, on the 8th instant, before gover- 
nor Ritner’s letter of the 7th was received, address 
to the postmaster at Philadelphia a letter, of which 
a copy is annexed, (marked A.) 

A copy of his reply (marked B) is also annexed. 


By this paper it appears that no officer of this de- 
artinent, aftached to the Philadelphia post office, 
is at Harrisburg, except such as are there in conse- 
quence of the military requisition of governor Rit- 
ner. Whether there be any officer of this depart- 
ment there from any other point, I have not been 
informed. 

Colonel J. J. McCahen was a letter carrier at- 
tached to the Philadelphia post office. Without 
having the means ‘o deterinine, at present, whether 
his prior conduct was right or wrong, his reappoint- 
ment has been withdrawn, as the readiest means to 
put an end to all charges of interference on the part 
of the officers of this department, and allay any 
public excitement which may be fostered by such 
charges. 
With the highest respect, your obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL. 
To the president of the United States. 
. A. 
Post office depariment, Dec. 8, 1838. 
Str: If any clerk or other person, connected 
with your office, is at Harrisburg, taking an active 
art in passing scenes, you are requested to recall 
Rim to his official duties; or, if he thinks he has 
higher duties to perform there, require his resigna- 
tion. 
This letter will have no application to any one 
summoned to give testimony, or for any other pur- 
pose, by public authority, if he confine himself to 
that object. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL. 
To James Page, esq., postmaster, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


> ae 
Harrisburg, Dec. 10, 1838. 

Sir: There is no clerk or other person attached 
to the post office, under my charge, now at this 
place by voluntary attendance. 

I am here as colonel of the 108th regiment, Penn- 
sylvania voluntetr infantry, and captain of the 
State Fencibles, by the order of my superior offi- 
cer, under the requisition of the governor of this 
commonwealth. 

John J. McCahen is also here, as captain of the 
Jackson Artillerists, under like orders, and such of 
the clerks as are here are only present as members 
of uniformed volunteer companies, under the same 
orders. Not one of these is taking any other fart 
than such as he is compelled to perforin by public 
authority, as a part of the military force required 
by the governor It is perhaps proper to state that 
prior to the attendance of colonel McCahen in his 
ee capacity, he was present at Harrisburg for 
some days, (having been one of the return clerks 
of the Philadelphia county elzction,) tor the purpose 
of giving evidence, and was examined before a com- 
mittee of the house. Colonel McCahen resigned his 
situation in the post office before acting as clerk; 
was some time afler nominated to the department, 
and approved; but has not yet, in consequence of his 
absence, renewed his oath and given a fresh bond. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JAMES PAGE. 

Hon. 4mos Kendall, postmaster general. 

To the house of representatives of the U. S.: 

I have the honor to transmit, herewith, addition- 
al letters and documents embraced in the resolu- 
tion of the house of representatives of the 17th 


instant. 
M. VAN BUREN. 
Washington, Dec. 20, 1838. 


Department of state, Dec. 20, 1838. 


the marshal of the United States for the eastern dis- 


on the subject. 
Respectfully submitted. 


JOHN FORSYTH. 
To the president. 


Office of marshal for eastern district of Pa. 
Philadelphia, December 17, 1838. 





'vice of the United States.” 


In further compliance with the resolution of the 
house of representatives of the 17th instant, I have 
the honor to communicate a copy of a letter from 


trict of Pennsylvania, dated the 17th, and received 
at this department since the date of my last report 


Str: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 


“extract from a letter of his excellency Joseph Rit- 
ner, governor of Pennsylvania, to the president of 
the United States, dated Harrisburg, December 7, 
1838,”’.in which complaint is made of the miscon- 
duct of “Charles F. Muench, a deputy marshal of 
the eastern district of Pennsylvania.” . 
Mr. Muench was appointed a deputy marshal in 
1837, to perform certain official duties in the vicini- 
ty of ‘the county (Dauphin) in which be resides, 
His appointment has never been revoked; although, 
for several months past, he has not been in any way 
connected witb the business of this office. . 
I shall, on to-morrow, proceed personally to Har- 
risburg, to make myseif acquainted “with all the 
circumstances of the transaction,” and will, in obe- 
dience to your instructions, report the result of my 
inquiry to the department of state at as early a day 
as may be practicable. 
With the greatest respect, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL D. PATTERSON, marshal, &c. 
Hon. John Forsyth, secretary of state. 





Treasury department, Dec. 20, 1838. 
Sir: I received this morning another letter from 
the collector of Philadelphia, in respect tothe recent 
visit of any of the custom-house officers of that port 
to Harrisburg; a copy of which I hasten to lay be- 
fore you. 
Respectfully, yours, 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 

To the president of the U. S. 


Cusiom-house, Philadelphia, 

December 48, 1858. 
Sir: In my letter of yesterday’s date, 1 said, 
among other things, ‘that there is not now, nor has 
there been at any time during the recent excitement 
at Harrisburg, a single custom-house officer, over 
whom the collecter has the supervision or control, 
absent from his duties at this place.” When I wrote 
the sentence just quoted, I believed the fact to be 
so; but I regret to be under the necessity of quali- 
fying what I there stated, by informing you that, 
with the exception of James H. Hutchison, one of 
the inspectors, all the custom-house officers, under 
the control of the collector, were in the performance 
of their respective duties here. Mr. Hutchison, 
without my knowledge or permission, or that of the 
surveyor, in direct violation and contempt of that 
order, did proceed to Harrisburg, and remained 
there for several days. Of this I was not informed 
until last evening; and, npon seeing him this morn- 
ing, he has himself acknowledged the fact. Ihave 
lost no time in giving you this information, as it may 
be important in the correspondence of the president 
with governor Ritner, should the emergency of the 
times be deemed of sufficient importance lo induce a 
aig reply to the charges contained in the governor’s 
eller. 

As { consider Hutchison’s disobedience of the 
order prohibiting a visit to Harrisburg to have been 
wilful and deliberate, and feeling the necessity of 
enforcing obedience and respect to the regulations 
of the custom-house, I shail dispense with his ser- 
vices for the future; and take the liberty of placing 
before you the name of George W. Williams, for 
your approbation, as his successor. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your 


obedient servant, 
GEORGE WOLF, collector. 
Hon. Levi Woodbury, secretary of the treasury. 





REPORT or rHe SECRETARY or tne NAVY. 


Navy depariment, Nop. 30, 1838. 

Str: In the performance of a duty annually de- 
volving on this department, I submit the following 
report: e 

The squadron employed in the Mediterranean 
during the past year, under commodore Jesse D. 
Elliott, consisted of two frigates, a sloop of war, and 
a schooner. These vessels, with the exception of 
the sloop of war, having returned home either for 
repairs, or In consequence of the terms of service of 
their crews having expired, will be replaced by a 
ship of the line, a frigate of equal force, and a des- 
patch brig or schooner. 

The whole will be under the orders of commodore 
Isaae Hull. 

Although some of the causes which originally 
dictated the policy of employing a portion of our 
navy in the Mediterranean, have in a great measure 
ceased, still it is believed that a school of discipline 
under experienced officers, as a means of exhibiting 
a portion of our naval force in contact and compari- 
son with that of the principal maritime states of 
Europe; and for the purpose of affording counte- 
nance and protection to our commerce, a persever- 
ance in this policy will equally contribute to the 





communication of the 14th instant, together with an 


good of the service and the honor of the United 
States. | 
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The squadron now in the Pacific under commo- 
dore Heury E. Ballard, comprises one ship of the 
line, two sloops o iwar, and two schooners. 

These last requiring extensive repairs, have been 
ordered home the ensuing spring, or as soon alter 
as the public interests will atimit; and the ship of, 
the line may also be expected to return about the 
sane time, as the terms uf service of most of her 
crew will then be aboutexpiring. _ ae 

The unsettled and precarious relations subsisting 
between the South American states bordering on 
the Pacific, in my opinion, render it essential to the 
protection of our commerce, that at least an equal 
force should be maintained in that quarter. Accord- 
ingly, measures will be taken to replace the vessels 
ondatod home by others not less efficient for that 
service. ; 

The force operating on the coast of Brazil, under 
commodore John B. Nicholson, consists of one razee, 
one sloop of war, and one brig. No change is at 
present contemplated. ‘The present force is deemed 
adequate to the protection of our commerce in that 
quarter, and it is belived that no reduction would 
be consistent with the attainment of that object. 

At the date of the last report of the secretary of the 
navy, the squadron employed on the West India 
station and in the gulf of Mexico, under commodore 
Alexander J. Dallas, consisted of one frigate, five 
sloops of war, and one small vessel. The frigate 
and ons of the sloops having recently returned to 
Boston for repairs, it is contemplated to send another 
frigate, and to increase the number of sloops of war 
on that station toseven. The force will then be 
composed of one frigate, seven sloops of war, and 
one small vessel. : 

As the blockade of the Mexican ports by the 
French sqnadron continues to be strictly enforced, 
and as indications of a revolutionary spirit have 
lately been exhibited at Tampico, it is believed that, 
under existing circumstances, as well as in view of 
future contingencies, no reduction of the proposed 
force can be prudently made. ; 

A frigate and sloop of war, which, as stated in the 
last annual report of the secretary of the navy, were 
then preparing for a cruise in the Indian seas, under 
commodore George C. Read, sailed from Norfolk on 
the Gth of May last. By the latest advices from 
commodore Read, dated 28th of July, he had reach- 
_ ed Rio de Janeiro, from whence he was to depart 
the next day. Having reason to believe it would 
conduce to the protection and safety of our citizens 
and commerce in these remote regions, I have di- 
rected these vessels to visit the Sandwich and So- 
ciety islands on their way hore. 


That the officers employed on these various ser- 
vices have performed their duties with equal acti- 
vity, vigilance and prudence, is sufficiently éviden- 
ced by the fact, that notwithstanding the wars and 


revolutions which still agitate so great a portion of 


steam ship Fulton, were occasionally employed 
with beneficial results. Owing to the want of pro- 
per vessels at the disposal of this department after 
supplying the necessities of foreign stations, the 
steain ship Fulton is the only one now available for 
this service. 

To aid in making the general survey of the coast 
of the United States, lieuts. Gedney and Blake, 
with other naval officers, were, on the application 
of the secretary of the treasury, placed under his 
directions, and such other assistance afforded as 
circuinstances permitted. 

The survey of the southern coast, from Tybee 
bar to Hunting island, May river, as directed by 
the act of congress of March 3d, 1837, has been 
completed by heut. Wilkes, a copy of whose report 
will be communicated to congress early in the ap- 
proaching session. The surveys of the harbors of 
Beaufort and Wilmington, North Carolina, provided 
for by the same act, will be commenced forthwith 
by lieut. Glynn of the navy; and it is expected will 
be completed in time to be communicated to con- 
gress previous to its adjournment. 

The delay in carrying this act into execution, 
has arisen from a want of proper vessels for that 
service, which will now be performed in a steam 
vessel loaned by the war department. The atten- 
tion of lieut. Glynn, will also be directed to an ex- 
amination of the coast between the mouths of the 
Mississippi and Sabine rivers, as directed by the act 
of 7th July, 1838. 

Under the provisions of the act of congress of the 
25th June last. and the supplementary act of the 
9th July following, authorizing the appointment of 
three competent persons to test the various inven- 
tions which miglit be presented to their notice, for 
the improvement and safety of steamboilers, a board 
has been designated by the president, to make the 
requisite examinations and experiments, and it is 
presumed will report the results at the opening of 
the ensuing session of congress. 

In conformity with the provisions of the act of 
7th July, 1838, making appropriations for light- 
houses, light-boats, beacon-lights, and bnoys, the 
coasts of the Atlantic and of the great lakes were 
divided into eight districts, and an officer of the 
navy appointed to each, with orders to report tothe 
secretary of the treasury, for the purpose of car- 
rying out the views of congress, under bis direc- 
tions. ' 

The instructions of the president for establishing 
lines of despatch vessels, to run daring the contin- 
uance of the blockade of the Mexican ports by a 
French squadron, between New York and Vera 
Cruz, and New Orleans and Tampico, at stated and 
regular periods, have been carried intoeffect. The 
United States brig Consort. lieutenant William H. 
Gardner, sailed from New York the Ist of Novem- 
ber, and the revenue cutter Woodbury, loaned by 


_—,, 





the South American states bordering on the Pacific, 
and the long protracted blockade of the ports of | 
Mexico and of Buenos Ayres, the persons and pro- 

perty of citizens of the United States have, in no} 
case which has come to the knowledge of this de- 
partment, sustained outrage or wrong; while on the 
other hand, nothing has occurred throughout the 
whole of our intercourse or interposition to disturb 
the relations of peace between us and the parties 
in collision with each other. : 

‘he exploring expedition, on the resignation of 
com. Thomas ap Catesby Jones in consequence of 
ill-health, was placed under the command of lieut. 
Charles Wilkes, with some modification of force, 
aud finally sailed from Norfolk on the 19th day of 
August. It now consists of the sloops of war Vin- 
cennes and Peacock, the store ship Relief, the brig 
Porpoise, and the pilot boat schooners Sea-gull and 
Flying Fish. Letters from lieut. Wilkes announce 
the safe arrival of these vessels at Madeira, with 
the exception of the Relief, which was ordered by 
him to proceed direct for Rio de Janeiro. It will 
appear from the estimates for 1839, that the annual 
expense of the expedition under its present erganl- 
zation will be very considerably icss than that re- 
quired for it as originally contemplated. 

A number of scientific gentlemen who had ac- 
cepted appointments in the expedition under an 
impression that their services would be required 
and their emoluments continued during the period 
anticipated for the completion of its objects, were 
not included in this new arrangement. They bave 
asked to be reinunerated for their sacrifices and dis- 
appointments, and I now submit the propriety as 
well as justice of their claims. 

The ac! of congress approved 22d December, 
1837, authorizes the president of the United States 
to employ the public vessels in cruising along the 
Atlantic coast during the winter season, for the pur- 

ose of affording relief to merchantmen in distress, 
Under this law the sloop of war Erie, the brigs 
Pioneer and Consort, the schooner Active, and the | 





the treasury department, it is presuined is now on 

her way to Tampico, under the command of lieu- 

tenant John 8. Nichols, of the navy. This arrange- 

ment, itis believed, will be highly beneficial to the 

commercial community, by affording not only 

the ineans of communication, but of transporting 

their funds to the United States. 
The state of the nay pension fund is as fol- 

lows: 

The number of invalid pensioners 
is 440. , 

The annual sum required to pay 
them Is 

The number of widow pensioners 
is 302. 

The annual sum required to pay 
them is 

The numberof minor children pen- 
sioners is 105. 

The annual sum required to pay 

them is 


$33,496 23 


55,716 00 


13,908 00 





Whole number of pensioners is 847, 
and the whole annual amount re- 


quired to pay them is 103,120 23 





The amount of stocks owned by the 
navy pension fund on the 3d of 
March, 1837, was 

Do. do. on the Ist Oct. 1838, 


$1,115,329 53 
390,832 25 





Difference, $724,497 28 
which was sold, and the proceeds of the sale, with 
the interest and dividend of the capital, were ap- 
plied to the payment of pensions and arrears of 
pensions. Of the balance of stock, $390,832 25, 
owned by the fund Ist of October, 1838, the nomi- 
nal amount of $97,469 16 has been directed to be 
sold to meet payments on the Ist of January, 1839, 
so that the actual capital of the fund for the year 
1839 will be only $293,363 09. 


; , 9797 gee 
successive pension Jaws, each widening and ex 
pipe the stream of public munificence, this fund 
is rapidly decreasing, insomuch that, in the cour 
of a very few years, large appropriations will be oy 
quired to redeem the faith of congress pledge; 
for its support. . 

Privateer pension fund. 

The number of privateer pensioners is 36. T), | 
annual amount required to pay them is $2869 | 
No payments were inade to these pensioners during : 
the past year, as the privateer pension fund had : 
been exhausted. ; 

This fund, it will be perceived, failed in 183¢ 
and consequently no payments have been ma, 
since that time. The subject was brcught to the 
notice of the president in former reports fro thi, 
department; and I have only to add that as, in cop, 
formity with the law establishing and appropriat. 
ing this fund, the certificates of pensions Were 
granted during life, it would appear that the natiop 
stands pledged to furnish the means of fulfilling th. 
obligation. 

Navy hospital fund. 
The balance in the treasury to the credit of this 

fund on the Ist October, 1887, Was $94,202 3 


Receipts to the Ist October, 1838, 31,242 99 
ee es 

$125,445 9 

Expenditure to the Ist Oct., 1838, 1,975 90 





oe 
$123,470 23 | 
ey 

The construction of a dry dock at some point jn 
the harbor-of New York, has been heretotore re. 
peatedly recominended by this depaitment, and js 
every year becoming more necessary to the Purpo- 
ses of the navy. hatever diversity of opinion 
may existasto the most eligible site, all seein to 
unite in favor of the object. The two docks at 
Norfolk and Boston, are entirely insufficient to meet 
the requirements of the service; delays in repairing 
ships, at all tines injurious, and in time of war, dan. 
serous to the interests and saiety of the country, 
vequently occur in consequence of there being 10 
vacant dock to receive them; and at this mornent 
two line of battle ships are lying at New York ina 
decayed and rapidly decaying state, which can 
neither be repaired where they are, nor removed 
elsewhere for that purpose, without great cisk and 
be ee 

be subject of a naval academy has also been 
more than once presented for consideration. Such 
an institution is earnestly desired by the officers of 
the navy, and it is believed would greatly conduce to 
the benefit of the service generally. The propriety 
of affording young midshipinen the means and eppor- 
tunity for the acquisition of that knowledge and 
those sciences which are eilher absolutely necessary, 
or highly useful to their profession, would seein to 
have been recognised by congress in the liberal pro- 
vision for teachers and professors of mathematics on 
board our ships of war and at the principal navy 
yards. Those however who have had the best op- 
portunities for observing the practical operation of 
this system, are of opinion that it does not answer 
the purposes for which it was intended, and thet 
other and more effectual means are required, A 
naval acadeniy which should combine the acquisi- 
tion of those sciences, and that knowledge without 
which professional duties cannot be performed to 
the public satisfaction, with that practical expe- 
rience which is, if possible still more indispensable, 
would in my opinion, add little to the expense of the 
present defective system, and be followed by bene: 
fits which would far more than repay the cost of 
such an establishment. 
The attention of the president and congress is also 
solicited to that part of the estimates of the board of 
navy commissioners which contemplates the build: 
ing of five brigs or schooners, the frames of which 
have been collected under the law for the gradual 
improvement of the navy; and which are required 
for despatch vessels, surveys and other purposes. 
[t is presumed that no arguments are necessary 
enforce the propriety of retaining a sufficient nui 
ber of ships in commission to aflord active sea set 
vice tothe officers of the navy. Such service's 
manifestly essential to discipline, to experience, a! 
to those habits of hardihood, without which no off- 
cer can adequately fulfil his duty. The same prac 
tical experience necessary to eminence in any other 
profession, is most emphatically so in that of a sea 
man; the self-possession and skill required to meet 
the exposures and dangers incident to a sea life, both 
in peace and war, can only be acquired on the se 
the same consequences which result from idleness 
and neglect, in all other conditions of life, will as 
suredly follow in this; and charged as the officer 1°: 
with protecting the property, as well as defending 
the rights and honor of his country; his incapacity ® 


Balance, 





It will thus be seen that under the operation of 


not less dishonorable to himself than injurious to her. 





—— 
Unless, he 
ies of act 
ten calling 
just to col 
duties, an 
tunities, t 
jgnorant ‘ 
learn. 

Exper 
by freque 
wise una’ 
in any de 
will be fc 
tially he 
material ¢ 
only for | 
rience In 
confidenc 


; tled them 


There 
keeping ! 
United S 

The u 
war W ith 
been pal 
the impr 
war and<« 
lance ofr 
States, r 
rivalry, a 
Commerc 
conflicts | 
can scare 

Agains 
quate nav 
and reso’ 
above all 
curity. 
hensive s 
ean be « 
by its fr 
which a° 
military | 
sideratio: 
the Unite 
whereve 
as by hat 
national 
session, 
our unio 


To the p 


Decem 
petitions 
Norvell, 
improvet 
the Brad 
from citi 
road iron 

By M 
Mo in 
quarters 

Mr. V 
ported, v 
the act e! 
mint of 
1835. 

Also, < 
the agen’ 
awards h 
of the U 
which av 
payment 

Mr. F 
reported 
other Jan 
granting 
therein n 

Mr. ¥V 
reported 
to the St 

Mr. F 
ported a 
frauds ce 
$10ns, an: 
ports on 
Sey, Wil 

Mr. F 
reported 
without 
Were of « 

On m 
Pensions 
ation of | 
the furth 

hoinas, 


f this 


45 28 
75 90 
ay 
70 28 
——, 
int in 
re re. 
Nd is 
UTDO- 
pinion 
ein to 
>ks at 
) ineet 
alring 
> Gali- 
untry, 
as ho 
oinent 
cina 
1 can 
noved 


k and 


been 
Such 
ers of 
uce to 
priety 
p pors 
e and 
ssary, 
Pin to 
| pro- 
ics On 
navy 
it op- 
ion of 
aswer 
| that 
5 sg 
ynisi- 
ithout 
ed to 
expe- 
sable, 
of the 
bene- 
ost of 


s also 
ard of 
yuild- 
which 
adual 
uired 
3. 
uy to 
num: 
| ser- 
ice is 
>, and 
. offi- 
prac: 
other 
4 sear 
meet 
both 
seas; 
eness 
|] as- 
er iS, 
nding 
rity 15 
» her. 


ties of acquiring this professional experience, by of- 
‘ten cal 





> ted them to the consideration of others. 


CONG A ata pein 


ean be directed to distant and various points, and 








NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—JAN, 5, 1839—CONGRESS. 





299: 








bite : , 
Unless, however, his country affords him opportuni- f 


ling him into active service, it would be un- 
‘1st to complain of his inability to perforin these high 
‘duties, and it is only when he declines these oppor- 
tunities, that he can be fairly charged with being 
jgnorant of what he has never been permitted to 
lerxperience has also demonstrated that it is only 
by frequency of active service at sea, that the other- 
wise unavoidable consequences of a long peace can, 
in any degree, be arrested. All other expedients 
will be found either entirely useless, or only par- 
tially operative; and I abstain from suggesting any 
material alterations in the system of the service, not 
only for that reason, but because my limited expe- 
rience in this department has not given me sufficient 
confidence in my own opinions, or, perhaps, enti- 


There are other strong and imposing reasons for 
keeping up the present naval establishment of the 
United States in full vigor and activity. 

The unremitting attention which, since the late 
war with England, and the secrets it disclosed, has 
been paid, by the maritime powers of Europe, to 
the improvement and perfection of their ships of 
war and of naval discipline, calls for awakened vigi- 
lance on our part. The position of the United 
States, remote as it is from the scene of European 
rivalry, affords no-immunity from its consequences. 
Commerce makes neighbors of all nations, and the 
conflicts of interest or ambition between any two, 
can scarcely fail of involving many others. 

Against such imminent contingencies, an ade- 
quate naval force, keeping pace with the coenmerce 
and resources of the country, well manned, and, 
above all, well disciplined, is our most effectual se- 
curity. It is equally recommenced by its compre- 
hensive sphere of action, the facility with which it 


by its freedom from almost all those objections 
which a wise people so justly cherish towards great 
military establishments. In addition to these ccon- 
siderations, it comes recommended to the people of 
the United States as the best guardian of their flag, 
wherever it is carried by their enterprise, as well 
as by having so largely contributed to that fund of 
national reputation which, being a common pos- 
session, constitutes one of the strongest bonds of 
our union. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. K. PAULDING. 

To the president of the United States. 





TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
THIRD SESSION—SENATE. 

December 31. The following memorials and 
petitions were presented and referred, viz. by Mr, 
Norvell, from citizens of Michigan, in relation to 
improvement of the harbor of Brest. Also, from 
the Brady Guards, and from W. Tuff; by Mr. King, 
irom citizens of Florida, in relation to duty on rail- 
road iron; by Mr. Linn, from Charles S. Hempstead. 


By Mr. Benton: from citizens of St. Louis, 
Mo. in relation to a custom-house and officers’ 
quarters in that city. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported, without amendment, a bill supplementary to 
the act entitled ** An act to establish branches of the 
a of the United States,” approved March 3, 

5. 

Also, a bill to authorize equitable commissions to 
the agents or attorneys of persors in whose favor 
awards have been made under three several treaties 
of the United States with certain foreign Powers, 
which awards have been retained in the Treasury in 
payment of debts due the United States. 


Mr. Fulton, from the committee on public lands, 
reported a bill authorizing certain soldiers to select 
other lands in lieu of the bounty land. Also, a bill 
granting right of pre-emption to certain persons 
therein named. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee on public lands, 
reported the bill relinquishing the 2 per cent. fund 
to the State of Mississippi, &c. 


Mr. Pierce, from the committee on pensions, re- 
ported a bill to provide for the punishment of certain 
frauds committed on certain persons ane pen- 
Sions, and for other purposes; and unfavorable re- 
ports on the petitions of Isaac Hilton, Joseph Vea- 
sey, Wilfred Knott,.and Wm. Colley. 


Mr. Prentiss, from the committee on pensions, 
reported the bill for the relief of Danie) Davis, 
without amendment, stating that the committee 
Were of opinion that the bill ought not to pass. 

On motion of Mr. Prentiss, the committee on 
Pensions were discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of Eunice Starr, and also from 
the further consideration of the petition of Wm. 


Mr. Rives rose in his place and made some few re- 
marks (not very distinctly heard in the first instance) 
in relation to the reception of the document from 
the treasury department in answer to the resolutions 
which he had the honor on another occasion to sub- 
nit. He was not in bis seat when the document 
was read in the senate; but he had since seen it in| 
one of the papers of the day, and had given it a very 
attentive perusal; and so far from its containing a 
full and entire reiutation of the resolution, as had 
been affirmed by one of the party on the other side, 
it was, to his mind, a full and distinct avowal of all 
the interrogatories set forth, and showed conclusive- 
ly the connexion of the government with the Uni- 
ted States bank, comprising a greater extent of evil 
than he even supposed to have existed. Mr. R. 
inaintained that he would be prepared to show from 
the report itself, when it came up for examination, 
that all he had set forth in the questions had been 
fully and unequivocally admitted. 

Mr. King asked if the senator made any propo- 
sition. Mr. Rives answered that he did not. Mr. 
Kmg then deprecated the course of the senator, as 
having a tendency to prejudice the public mind be- 
fore a fair examination of the subject could be had. 

Mr. Niles also made some few reinarksin reply, 
sustaining the position he had taken in moving for 
au extra number of the report. Mr. R. had sent 
out a speech of some four or five columns of accu- 
satory remarks against an executive officer of the 
government ; and deeming the report in question a 
full refutation of all that had been said, he wished 
it to go forth with the speech. 

Mr. Allen submitted the following resolutions, 
which were laid upon the table: : 

Resolved, That the financial policy established at the 
origin of this government by the first acts of its legisla- 
ture, and especially by the 30th section of the “act to 
rezulate the collection of duties,” approved by president 
Washington, July 31st, 1789, and by the 4th section of 


approved by president Washington, September 2d, 
1789, was in strict conformity to the plain and frugal 
genius of a republic, and to the :undamental principies 
of the constitution. 

Resolved, That. that policy has, by a long series of 
subsequent acts, been departed from, and ought to be 
restored in the future administration of the government; 
and, therefore, 

Resolved, That the government ought to callect no 
more taxes from the people, either directly or indi- 
rectly, than are absolutely necessary toan economical 
administration of its affairs. 

Resolved, That the taxes paid by the people ought not 
to be loaned out by the government to individuals or to 
corporations. 

Resolved, That the taxes so paid by the people ought 
not to be placed by the government in the custody of 
agents who are not made by the constitution and the 
laws responsible to the people. 

Resolved, That those legal provisions by which the 
government was originally required, in the transaction 
of its own affairs, to reeelve and to tender in payment, 


modifications only, as to the time and proportion, sug- 
gested by the present condition of the country. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to communicate to (he senate at as early a day 
as practicable, copies of all the correspondence, agree- 
ments, and arrangements, between the secretary cf the 


Bank of New York, referred toin the circular address- 
ed by that officer to the collectors of the customs, dated 
September 22,1739. Also, a copy of that circular. 

On inotion of Mr. Tiplon, 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of relinquishing 
the reversionary interest of the United States in four sec- 
tions of land reserved for Kesiah, by a treaty with the 
Pottawatamie Indians of 27th October, 1832. 

On motion of Mr. Tallmadge, 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing house 
rent to the officers stationed at the navy yards at Phila- 
delphia and New York. 


Mr. Young introduced the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the treasury be re- 
quired to report to the senate detailed statements of the 
accounts of such of the collectors, receivers, and dis- 
bursing agents of the United States as have been re- 

rted defaulters to either house of congress during the 
ate session, together with all defalcations which have 
since occurred, (with the exception of the case of 
Samnel Swariwout, late collector of the port of New 
York,) including in each case all suspended and 
rejected items of credit connected with any such ac- 
count; and which, if passed to the credit of any such 
defaulter, would cover or extinguish, in the whole or in 
part, the amount of the deficits which are reported as 
standing on the books of the department against such 
defaulters; with suitable explanations in each case, 
showing why such items of credit have been suspended 
or rejected, and why they ought not to be allowed as 
credits to such defaulterspthe said report to include all 





hoinas, 


‘ry in the District of Columbia. 


the “act to establish the treasury department,” &c. | 


maining in the said department up to the present period. 

A resolution was submitted by Mr. Morris to re- 
scind the resolution which had passed yesterday, 
for printing 30,000 copies of certain reports of the 
British house of commons in relation to salt duties. 
Mr. M. prefaced his resolution with remarks of 
some length, and concluded by asking the yeas and 
nays; which were granted. 

A desultory debate thereon ensued, in which 
Messrs. Benton, Clay, of Alabama, Preston, Davis, 
Calhoun, Knight, and others, took part. 

Mr. Morris offered to withdraw his resolution, 
and move for a reconsideration of the vote of 
yesterday, with a view of committing the whole to 
the committee on finance, to report thereon; but, 
objection having been made, the question was taken 
on the resolution, and adopted, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, of Kentucky, Da- 
vis, Foster, Fulton, King, Knight, Merrick, Morris, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Robbins, Ruggles, Smith, of Ind., Strange, Swift, Tail- 
madge, Wall, Williams, of Me —23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay, of 
Alabama, Hubbard. Linn, Lumpkin, Niles, Robinson, 
Smith, of Conn., Tipton, Walker, Williams, of Mi., 
Wright, Young—15. 

The senate held a short executive session, and 
soon after adjourned over to Wednesday next. 


January 2, 1839. The following, among other 
petitions and memorials, were presented: 

By Mr. M’Kean: froin 27 ladies of a certain 
county in Pennsylvania, praying the passage of a 
law to prohibit the slave trade, and to abol'ch slave- 
Mr. McK. said he 
had been instructed to move that it be referred to a 
select committee with instructions to report a bill to 
that effect. The motion to receive was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

By Mr. Clay, of Kentucky: a memorial from the 
New York Peace society, praying congress to act 
as mediator between France and Mexico, and to 





mediate generally between nations, and to appoint 


idelegates to confer with other nations to fix a code 


| of international law in relation to the subject, which 
shall be binding on those nations. 

By Mr. Wather, from the committee on the public 
lands: the bill to authorize the selection of lands 
for the benefit of the territory of Michigan, in lieu 
of lands before selected. 
| By Mr, Fulton: a bill to set apart ‘a belt of land 
in Arkansas and Missouri for the purpose of bounty 
to such volunteers as may serve in defence of the 
frontier, with an amendment. 

Also, without amendment, a bill to allow certain 
citizens of Batesville, in Arkansas, to enter certain 
sections in lieu of the sixteenth sections. 

By Mr. Linn, from the committee on private land 
claiins: The bill supplementary to au act to amend 
an act for the appointinent of commissioners to ad- 
just the claims to reservations of land under the 14th 





as money, nothing but that which is made a legal ten- | 
der by the constitution; ought to be revised with those | 


article of the treaty of 1830, with the Choctaw in- 
dians. 


By Mr. Benton, from the committee on military 


| affairs: a resolution authorizing the purchase of Pea 
| Patch island, in the river Delaware. 


From the coimittee on pensions, an adverse re- 
port on the petition of the widow of brig. gen. Leav- 
enworth. 

Mr. Benton gave notice that he would to-morrow 


treasury and the Bank of Norih America, and the | #8K leave to introduce a bill for the repeal of the salt 


tax. 

Mr. Linn gave notice that he would introduce a 
bill to establish a port of entry at Fort Independence, 
Missouri, and to allow a drawback on such merchan- 
dize as is used in the Indian trade, and the trade with 
the internal provinces of Mexico. 


On motion of Mr. Merrick, . 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to report to the senate the quantity of public land 
sol’ since the 30th of September, 1837, which had, at 
the time of sale, been subject to private entry for five or 
more years prior to such sale, designating between the 
several quarters of land which had at the time of the 
sale thereof been subject to private entry for five, ten, 
fifteen, and twenty, or more years; and also designa- 
ting the state or territory in which each description of 
land so sold is situate. 

Also, that the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
report the number of land offices now existing under 
the authority of the United States, the time when each 
was established, and the place where each is located. 
Also, what number of land offices have been finally 
closed, designating, as above, time and place; and, also, 
whether there are any, and, if any, which and what is 
the number of existing land offices, the condition of the 


taken ee 3 to close them; and whether any and what 
steps have been taken for this purpose. 


! Resolutions were submitted and adopted as fol- 
ows: : 

By Mr. Smith, of Indiana: asking the committee 
on Indian affairs to inquire into the expedieney of 
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thority of the government agent at Logansport, In- 
diana, to suppress a disturbance in 1826. 
By Mr, Linn: that the select committee on the 


territory of Oregon inquire into the expediency of 


extending the laws of the United States over said 
territory. 


The resolution offered on Monday by Mr. Young, 
caliing on the secretary of the treasury for certain 
detailed statements in relation to defaulters, was 
taken up. 

Mr, Young explained at length the object he had 
in view, which was neither more nor less than to 
show that many innocent individuals had been held 
up to the world as public defaulters, who were, in 
some instances, creditors of the treasury, and to res- 
cue those persons froin the unmerited oppression 
heaped upon them by these reports, from the want of 
forinality in their vouchers. : 

Tie resolution was adopted, after being so modi- 
fied as to ready— 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be requi- 
red to report to the senate, in addition to the inf »rmation 
called for by the resolution of the 15th of February, 
1833, in relation to public defaulters, all defalcations 
which have since occurred, (with the exception of the 
case of Samuel Swartwout, late collector of the port of 
New York,) with the names of the securities in each 
case, the suspended and rejected items of credit claim- 
ed by such defaulters, the reasons why the same have 
not been passed to their credit; the measures, if any, 
adopted in each case to enforce payment, and the proba- 
bility of ultimate indemnity to the United States. 

The b?: for the reduction and graduation of the 
price of public lands was taken up as the special or- 
der of the day, when 

Mr. Clay moved to recommit the bill to the com- 
mittee on public lands, with instructions to restrict 
the sales at the reduced price contemplated by it fo 
aclual settlers. 

Oa this motion a long debate ensued, in which 
Messrs. Clay, Walker, Clay, of Alabama, Benton, 
and Merrick participated. 

The senate adjourned at a late hour, without tak- 
ing the question on the motion. 


Junuary 3. Mr. White, of Tennessee, appeared 
ia his seat this morning. . 

Mr. McKean presented a memorial froin certain 
ladies of Erie county, Pennsylvania, praying a law 
of congress to abolish slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia and the territory of Florida, and for the pre- 
vention of that traffic between the states. The pe- 
titioners desired a reference to a select committee. 

Mr. Williams, ot Mississippi, moved to lay the 
motion to receive on the table. 

On this question Mr. Morris asked the yeas and 
nays, and said he desired to make a question of 
order, The constitution, he argued, demanded, in 
express terms, that the yeas and nays should be 
taken on every question brought before the senate, 
when the yeas and nays should be demanded by 
one-filth of the members present. The question of 
order which he raised, therefore, was whether, 
when the yeas and nays had been ordered on any 
question, it was in order or constitutional to lay 
that question on the table unless with a view to take 
it up again at the first convenient season, [Con- 
versation near the desk prevented Mr. M. and 
others from being distinctly seard by the reporters. ] 

Mr. Tipton was understood to say that the gentle- 
man himself was not in order to argue a question 
in this manner, pending a motion to lay it on the 
table. 

Mr. Hubbard was understood to say that a ques- 
tion was not before the senate in the sense of the 
constitution till it was actually put for the vote, and 
then the senator would not be deprived of the right 
to record his name if he were seconded by one-fifth 
of the members present, as the constitution re- 
quired. [The noise was still louder.) 

The Vice President (having decided the question 
of order in opposition to the views of Mr. Morris, 
and Mr. M. having appealed to the senate from the 
decision of the vice president,) proceeded to state 
the question as above, in distinct terms, and to give 
a succinct account of the proceedings that had oc- 
curred on this petition. 

Mr. Morris withdrew his appeal. Mr. Norvell 
stated briefly that both the subjects embraced in 
this petition would in all probability not be pre- 
sented for legislation by the senate for a long time to 
come. On this account, therefore, if on no other, it 
was proper that the petition should lie on the table. 
Mr. Williams, of Miss., now renewed his motion 
to lay the motion to receive on the table, and it 
was carricd in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Me:srs. Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, 
of Ala., Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Strange, Tipton, Walker, White, 
Williams, of Mi.—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Clayton, Davis, Knight, 
McKean, Morris, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Ruggles, 


Dau hl Conn., Smith, of Ind., Swift, Williams, of 
e.—14. 

Mr. McKean presented the petition of 150 women 
of Delaware county, Pennsylvania, much to the 
saine effect as the former; and from William R. 
Wilson, a citizen of Philadelphia, praying that no 
slave state may be hereafter admitted into the 
Union, and remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas. 

Mr. Williams, of Miss., moved again that the 
motion to receive lie on the table. On this ques- 
tion Mr. McKean asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and the motion was carried: Yeas 27, 
nays 12. 

r. Buchanan presented a petition from a citizen, 
stating that he had discovered the means of pre- 
venting the explosion of steam-boilers, and askin 
such senators as might please, to test the value of 
this discovery. Mr. B. said, from the high au- 


duced to believe that the memonrialist had really 
succeeded. Also, a petition from Catharine How- 
ard. 

The following, among other, reports were made: 


agriculture, asking to be discharged from the fur- 


this District, asking to be incorporated into a com- 
pany forthe growth and manufacture of silk, and 
ihat the same be referred to the committee for the 
District of Columbia. 

Also, asking to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Andrew Logan, in 
relation to the same subject. 

By Mr. Davis, from the committee on commerce, 
a report on the memorial of sundry officers of the 
revenue cutter service, asking increase of pay, re- 
coinmending the postponement of all further action 
until the next session of congress. 

By Mr. Sirange, from the comu:-ittee on the judi- 
ciary, an unfavorable report on the petilition of 
Joseph Edson. 

By Mr. Knight, from the committee on the con- 
tingent fund, a report on the memorial of certain re- 
porters, asking seats, and appropriating one-half the 
front seat of the east gallery to their use. 

By Mr. Benton, from the committee on military 
affairs, a bill to provide for the armed occupation 
and settlement of certain parts of land in Florida, 
which is now overrug and infested by marauding 
bands of hostile Indians. 

A number of bills were also introduced on leave, 
which will be noticed in their further progress. 

Mr. Rives introduced the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the president be requested to commu- 
nicate to the senate at as early a day as practicable, “the 
terms of any agreement,” informal or otherwise, which 
may have been entered into between the secretary of 
war and the Bank of the United States respecting the 
sale or payment of one or more bonds of that institu- 
tion, held by the United States, relative to the proeeeds 
of the deposite thereof in said bank, the periods when, 
and the proportions in which, they were to be drawn 
out, the places where to be paid, and the manner in 
which they were to be disbursed; the time when such 
arrangements were entered into, and whether with the 
bank directly, or with an agent or agents of the bank, 
and, in the letter case, the name or names of such 
agents, together with all the ccrrespondence which may 
have passed between the secretary of war and the 
bank, or its agents, in relation thereto. Also, copies of 
all circulars issued, or instructions given, by any branch 
of the war department relative to the mode or medium 
in which the money arising from the sale or pavmeft of 
the said bonds, or any part thereof, was to be disbursed; 
and, as far as can be conveniently stated, the amount 
which has been disbursed fn the notes of the bank un- 
der the said instructions, and the objects for which 
such disbursements were made: together with all cor- 
respondence or communications which may have taken 
place between the secretary of war and the bank of 
the United States, or its agents, or between him and 
any other department of the government, on the sub- 
ject matter of these instructions, 

On motion of Mr. Davis, 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to communicate to the senate such proceed- 
ings as have been had under a law of the last session, 
providing for the examination of inventions designed to 
diminish or prevent the calamities resulting trem the ex- 
plosion of steam boilers. 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, 

Resolved, That the committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia be instructed to inquire and report what altera- 
tion, if any, the progress of improvement and the altered 
condition of the city of Washington render it expedient 
and proper to make in the charter of said city. 

The senate then took up the special order of the 
day, the bill to reduce and graduate the price of pub- 
lic Jands, the motion of Mr, Clay pending, viz: 
“That the bill be recommitted to the committee on 
public lands, with instruciions to restrict the right 
to purchase the public Jands at the reduced price of 





acre to actual settlers, at these prices, toa quantity 


thority that had sustained the memorial, he was in- | M 





not exceeding 160 acres.” The debate was con. 
tinned until after 4 o’clock, p. m., and the question 
was divided; and, having been taken first on the 
recommitment, there were for the motion yeas 23 
nays 20, as follows: ; 
EAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Ky 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Knight, Rien’ 
Merrick, Morris, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Rives’ 
Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith, of Ia., Strange, Swif; 
Williams, of Maine—23. , 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay, of 
Ala. Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, a hiniees Simtth, of Con. 
necticut, Tipton, Walker, Williams, of Miss. Wrigh; 
Young—20. ; 
The seal pen was then taken on the instructin 
clause, (leaving a blank in the place of +160 acres,”) 


& | and carried, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay, of Ky. Clayton 
Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Hubbard, Knight, Lyon, 
cKean, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, Niles. Pierce 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Smith, of Indiana, Strange, Swift, Walker, Williams, 





By Mr. Smith, of Conn., from the committee on | 


ther consideration of the memorial of the citizens of : 


one dollar per acre and of seventy-five cents per|q 


of Maine—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Ala. Fulton, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Mouton, 
Norvell, Robinson, Smith, of Conn. Tipton, Williams, 
of Miss. Wright, Young—17. 

And the senate then adjourned. 


January 4. Among the memorials presented, 
was one by Mr. McKean, from a large number of 
citizens of Erie county,: Pennsylvania, praying 
congress to pass a law authorizing and requirin 
the secretary of the treasury to: build an arme 
steamboat to be used as a revenue cutter on the 
northern lakes. Referred to the committee on con- 
merce. 

On motion of Mr. Lumpkin, 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office and 
post roads be instructed to inquire into and investigate 
the causes and impediments hieh so often obstruct the 
regulai and punctual transportation of the mails to and 
from the seat of government on the great leading post 
routes of the country, and report, by bill or otherwise, 
such remedy as may be entitled to the consideration of 
congress. 

On motion of Mr. Mouton, 

_ Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation for the erection of barracks in the vicinity 
of Shrevesport, in the state of Louisiana, for the accom- 
modation of such military force as may be necessary 
for the protection of the frontier settlement in that 
neighborhood. 
n motion of Mr. Bez:ton, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be di- 
rected to communicate to the senate any authentic in- 
formation he may recently have received in respect to 
the modes of colleeting, keeping, and disbursing public 
moneys ii: foreign countries. 

A number of reports on private claims were 
made. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee on public lands, 
reported the bill referred to them, to reduce and 
graduate the price of the public lands, together with 
the amendment which they were instructed to re- 
port, limiting the benefits of the bill to actual set- 
tlers on the land purchased under the bill, The 
committee also gave notice that when the bill 
should come up, another amendment would be of- 
fered from them, providing that others than actual 
settlers on the land under the bill might make 

urchases under the bill of land adjacent to the 
ands on which they resided, for the single purpose 
of improving or benefiting the farms which they al- 
ready possessed. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, (with the general consent 
of the friends of the bill,) the amendment (after 
printing) and the bill were made the order of the 
day for Monday next. 


Tie following bills were introduced on leave: 

By Mr. Foster: a bill to amend the, act entitled 
“an act authorizing the state of Tennessee to issue 
grants and perfect titles to certain lands therein de- 
scribed, and to settle the claim to vacant and unap- 
propriated lands within the same,” passed 18th 
April, 1806. 

This bill cedes forever to the state of Tennessee 
all the public lands lying within the “congressional 
reservation,” with an unconditional right of pre: 
emption in favor of occupants for 200 acres at 12 1-2 
cents per acre, and directing the proceeds to be ap- 

lied to the redemption of outstanding North Caro- 
ina land warrants; any surplus to be accounted for to 
the United States. On the Ist of January, 1844, all 
the vacant, waste, and refuse Jands lying within the 
“reservation” are ceded forever to Tennessee, with- 
out reserve. 

By Mr. Benton: a bill authorizin 
Missouri volunteers for services in 
and 1836. . 
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the president for any information of an 
oo eeaoent Bae the secretary of war and the 
bank of the United States, was taken up for adop- 
tion. On this Mr. R. addressed the senate at great 


} jength, and was replied to by Mr. Niles, who gave 


way for a motion to adjourn before he had concluded 
his remarks. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday, December 29. Mr. Bond asked the 
house at this time to proceed to the consideration 
of the resolution under discussion yesterday, provi- 
ding for the publication of certain documents rela- 
ting to public defaulters. 

Objections having been made, 

Mr. Bond moved a suspension of the rule; on 
which motion there appeared ayes 60, noes 43; (no 
quorum voting.) 

Mr. Harlan said that, as he was desirous to know 
how gentlemen would vote on this question, he 
would ask for the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. ; : 

And the question was then again taken and deci- 
ded in the negative: yeas 79, nays 65 ; (not two- 
thirds.) 

So the rule was not suspended. 

Mr. Chambers rose and said that there were a 


i number of bills from the senate on the speaker's 
table, on which no action had yet been h 


» and to 
which it was of much importance that prompt 
attention should be given. It was known to every 
member of the house that the private calendar had 
remained wholly untouched during the present ses- 
It was lamentable tosee the nuin- 
ber of claiinants who were left ina state of agoni- 


‘ zing distress, by reason of their long-neglected 


4 pina x oa 
> a Pek eS eee 
BENE 


claims. He hoped the kouse would concur in the 


necessity of disposing in the first instance of the bills 


on the speaker’s table, and then of proceeding with 


_ the private calendar; and he asked the general con- 


sent to proceed accordingly. 
Mr. Sherrod Williams hoped his colleague would 


_ except from his motion the bill on the speaker’s 


sin sta 





a a ye 





table, postponing the payment of the fourth instal- 
ment of deposites with the states. 

Mr. Cambreleng said he was instructed, when that 
bill came up, to move that its consideration be post- 
poned to a day certain. 

Mr. W. C. Johnson agreed with the gentleman 
fron Kentucky (Mr. Chambers) in the necessity 
of acting on the important business which had ac- 
cumulated upon the house, as well of a private as of 
a public character, and hoped that, in future, when 
gentlemen made speeches, they would consolidate 


» their thoughts as much as possible, and not consume 


the time of the house in empty declamation. 
And the house, by unanimous consent, agreed to 


> the motion of Mr. Chambers. 


A number of bills from the senate were taken up 


: on their first and second reading, and were referred 


~ to the appropriate committees. 


The act further te postpone the fourth instalment 


of deposites with the states, was taken up, and ha- 


a Ye been read twice b 


its title, 
r. Cambreleng said that, in obedience to the di- 


rection of the committee of ways and means, he 





_ would move to postpone the further consideration of 
) this bill until some further day ; and in order that 
_ there might be a prospect of a good attendance, he 
_ would move that its further consideration be post- 
 poned until Tuesday week, and that the bill be 
_ mnade the special order for that day. 


The motion was agreed to, and the further consid- 


: eration of the bill was postponed accordingly. 


The Speaker laid before the house a communica- 


) tion from the secretary of the treasury, in compli- 


»the quantit 


ance with a resolution of the house of the 7th of 
July, in relation to the donations of public lands, 
surveyed, the plans for dividing the 


» Proceeds, the improvements most eligible in the 


present systein of sale, with other matters of a char- 
acter somewhat similar. 
Mr. W. C. Johnson moved to lay the same on 
the table, and that it be printed. 
'. Robertson suggested to the gentleman from 


> Maryland (Mr. Johnson) to withdraw the motion 
; to lay on the table, and to substitute for it a motion 
» Similar to that submitted by him (Mr. J.) at a 
| former session, providing for the appointment of a 
| Select committee to be composed of one member 


from each state, to whom this communicatio:: 
should be referred, in connexion with the resolutions 
eretofore offered by Mr. Johnson on the subject of 
the public lands, and also (if he thought proper) 
€ resolutions heretofore offered by the gentleman 

from Georgia, (Mr. Haynes.) 
r. Johnson yielded to the suggestion, express- 


| ing, at the same time, his desire that, if such a com- 


mittee were appointed, the chair would place some 
other member of the house at its head. The docu 


Wents (over which he had just glanced his eye), 


| ted as this 





contained most important and valuable information. 

Mr. J. then withdrew his former motion, and 
moved that the communication and documents, to- 
gether with the resolutions heretofore offered by 
himself and the resolutions heretofore offered _by the 

ntleman from Georgia, (Mr. Haynes,) on the ub- 
ject of the public Jands, be referred to a select com- 
mittee to be composed of one member from each 
state, and that they printed. 

{Mr. J also moved the printing of 5,000 extra 
copies of the report and documents. ] 

r. Casey said this subject was an important one. 
It had hitherto, he believed, been referred to the 
committee on public !auds, and as he believed that 
snch was its appropriate direction, he would move 
its reference to that committee. 

The latter motion was opposed by Messrs. Mene- 
fee, Robertson, Haynes, and Fletcher, of Vermont, 
all of whom advocated the reference toa committee 
of one from each state. 

Mr. Ewing said he apprehended that no satisfacto- 
ry final action in relation to the subject-matter of 
this resolution could be reasonably expected during 
the unexpired time of the present session. A mul- 
tiplicity of business, of deep concern to the country 
and to individuals, is now matured and ready for the 
decision of the house, but it seems that vexed ques- 
tions, with schemes and experiments “but of a min- 
ute old,” are thrown before us in succession, which 
obstruct all salutary progress, and keep the country 
agitated. The great importance of the subject of the 
public lands is admitted by all, yet cifferent inter- 
ests are involved; and, unfortunately, we are not one 
in feeling, or in sentiment, when the matter is in- 
volved in our legislation. 
upon a discussion of the policy aimed at, or the 
opinions expressed. He did not conceive, constitu- 
ouse now is, and circumstanced as the 
immediate and pressing business of this short ses- 
sion still remains, when one-third of our constitu- 
tional period of service had expired, that any salu- 
tary or beneficial result can be effected. The best 
mode to secure justice to those citizens and states 
whose rights are involved in portions acquired by 





He would not now enter | 


Which motion was seconded. 

And the house ordered the main question to be 
now taken. 

And on the main question, being first on the refer- 
ence to the committee on public lands, Mr. Childs 
demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and, being taken, were: yeas 51, nays 130. 

So the motion to refer to the committee on the 
public lands was rejected. 

The question then recurred, and was taken, on the 
notion to refer the subject to a select committee, to 
be composed of one member from each state; which 
motion was agreed to. — : 

And the subject was referred accordingly. 

The house took up and considered the motion to 
print 5,000 extra copies of the above documents; 
which motion was agreed to. : 

The Chair laid before the house a communicatiou 
from the first comptroller of the treasury, in com- 
pliance with the provisions of the acts of congress, 
containing a statement of such officers as have n-t 
rendered their accounts within the year, or have 
balances unaccounted for, advanced one year prior 
to the 30th September, 1838. 

2. Statement of the accourts in his office which 
have remained unsettled, or on which balances ap- 
pear to have been due more than three years prior to 
30th September, 1838. 

3. An abstract of moneys advanced prior to the 
3d of March, 1809, on the books of the late account- 
ant of the war department, and which remained to 
be accounted for on the books of the third auditor. 

A motion made by Mr. Wise, to print 5,000 extra 
copies of the above dvucument, was considered and 
agreed lo. 

On leave given, Mr. Pope presented a joint reso- 
lution from the legislature of Kentucky, on the sub- 
ject of a western armory. Referred to the commit- 
tee on military affairs. 

The house took up the following bills, which were 
on their third reading, viz: A bill for the relief of 
the heirs of col. George Gibson. A bill for the re- 
lief of Thoinas P. Harrison. A bill for the reliet of 
Josiah Strong and Samuel Remmick. A bill for the 





cession, portions acquired by conquest, and portions 
acquired by purchase, has yet to be devised. His 
friend from Virginia, (Mr. Robertson,) had express- 
ed his views during the last session, and he lament- 
ed to find them in conflict with his own. Now, his 
friend from Kentucky, (Mr. Menefee,) stands forth 
complaining on behalf of his state, whose bound- 
aries were defined, and the soil relinquished by 
Virginia, independent of congressional control. 
This only afforded a small glimpse of the intricacy 
and difficulties surrounding the subject-matter. The | 
new states had causes of complaint often intimated 
and not to be blazoned forth at this moment. The 
party feelings and calculations which too evidently 
insinuate themselves into our present action would 
clearly point to the propriety of allowing the subject 
to rest for the present. But, in addition, he feared 


relief of James Bailey. A bill for the relief of 
Painelia Brown, widow of the late major general 
Brown. All which, except the last, were, after con- 
siderable discussion, postponed for three weeks. A 
similar motion was made respecting the bill of Mrs. 
Brown; but before it was decided, the house ad- 
journed, 

ELECT COMMITTEE upon the subject of pust donations 
of public lands, quality surveyed, plans for dividing 11, or 
us proceeds, §:. Messrs. Johnson, of Maryland, Da- 
vee, Atherton, Cushing, Tillinghast, Holt, Allen, of 
Vermont, Parker, Aycrigg, Potter, Milligan, Robertson, 
of Virginia, Connor, Pickens, Haynes, Menefee, Mc- 
Clellan, of Tennessee, Hamer, Johnson, of Louisiana, 
Boon, Prentiss, Snyder, Lewis, Harrison, Yell, Crary. 

Monday, December 31. Mr. Haynes asked the 
house to go into committee of the whole on the 





that no general scale of division could now be 
adopted to secure equal justice to the new states; 
they were little more than one-third represented ou 
that floor—certainly Indiana so stood—and he re- 
joiced that the period approached when a full and 
equal delegation could be sent on their behalf. He 
did not think, unless a prospective measure of right 
were to result, that the people of the west could 
tacitly submit. After the next census, the great 
inequality in numbers here will not exist, and a 
more equitable and impartial arrangement of the 
whole matter may be reasonably expected. For 
these and many additional reasons he could present, 
a motion to lay the resolution upon the table should, 
he thought, prevail; if not, however, he would, by 
all means, prefer the committee on public lands to 
investigate the subject, who have labored upon and 
may be presumed to be familiar with a‘l the princi- 
ples involved, to one constituted as the resolution 
contemplates. The fewer number of nembers have 
leisure now to grasp a knowledge of the subject, | 
and he would make the motion that the resolution 
be laid upon the table for the present. 

[Mr. Ewing was appealed to from various quar- 
ters to withdraw his motion. He acquiesced with 
an eye, he said, toa bill from the senate for gradua- 
ting, which he anticipated would again come down 
_ a house, and withdrew the motion accord- 
ingly. 

The question then recurred on the motion to refer 
the subject to the committee on public lands, (that 
motion taking precedence of a motion to refer to a 
select committee. ) 

Mr. Tillinghast, in a few observations, advocated 
the reference to a select committee representing all 
the states. 

After which, Mr. Sherrod Williams said that, as 
gentlemen would have an opportunity hereafter of 
making their speeches, he would move the previous 


state of tie Union, for the purpose of coasidering 
the president’s message; but withdrew his motion 
on the requist of Mr. Garland, of Virginia, who 
asked leave to offer a resolution providing that when 
this house adjourn to-day, it will adjourn to meet 
on Wednesday nextat 12 o’clock. Objections hav- 
ing been made, 

Mr. Garland moved a suspension of the rule, 
which motion was agreed to. And the resolution 
being before the house, Mr. Sherrod Williams was 
about to propose an amendment, (which he thought 
night as well be adopted as the resoluticn itself, ) 
providing that when this house adjourn, it would 
adjourn to meet on the first Monday of December 
next; but Mr. W. said he would not insist on his 
amendment. And the question being taken, the 
resolution was adopted. vitae 

Mr. Haynes then renewed his request that the 
house resolve itself into a committee of the whole 
on the state of the Union, on the reference of the 
president’s message. Mr. Briggs inquired of the 
chair what was the regular business of the morn- 
ing? The Speaker replied that, under the rule, the 
states and territories would be first called in their 
order for memorials, after which the regular business 
would be petitions. Mr. Bronsonsaid he hoped that 
the house would be allowed at least one day more 
to send subjects to the committees. 

Mr. Haynes then waived his motion for the pre- 
sent. Whereupon, the Speaker commenced the call 
tor resolutions, in the order of the states. 

Mr. Cushman presented the following joint reso- 
lution: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, (two- 
thirds of both houses concurring therein,) That the fol- 
lowing article be proposed to the legislatures of the 
several states, as an amendment to the constitution. of 
the United States, which, when ratified by the legisla- 
tures Of three-fourths of the said states, shall be valid: as 
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a part of said constitution, namely: 
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Cus: 





“That no person shall be capable of holding, or of 
being elected to, any office of honor, trust, or profit, 
either civil or military, oF ge executive, or judicial, 
under the government of the United States, who shall 
hereafier fight a duel, or send or accept a challenge to 
fight a duel, the probable issue of which may be the 
death of the challenger or challenged, or shall be a se- 
cond to either y, or shall in any manner aid or assist 
in such duel, or shall be, knowingly, the bearer of such 
challenge or acceptance.” 

The resolution having been read, Mr. Cushman 
moved its second reading; which was agreed to. 
And the resolution having been read a second time, 
Mr: Wm. C. Johnson moved that it be laid on the 
table. Mr. Grennell inquired whether a motion to 
postpone the consideration of the resolution until a 
day certain would take precedence of the motion to 
lay ‘On the table. The Chair replied in the nega- 
tive. Mr. Cushman hoped that the resolution would 
be suffered to take the usual course. He moved 
that it be printed. Mr..4@dams asked a division of 
the question. He had no objection to print the re- 
solution, but he could not vote to lay it on the table. 
Mr. Win. Cost Johnson then withdrew his motion to 
lay the resolution on the table. 

{So it lies over, under the rule, one day, and was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Cushing submitted the following resolution; 
which was read, and ordered to be printed, and 
which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested, if in his judgment not incompatible with the 
public interests, to communicate to this house— 

1. The correspondence, if any, which has been had, 
between the government of the United States and that 
of Great Britain, or the military or civil aathorities of 
either, in relation to the troubles in the British provinces 
of Upper and Lower Canada, and to alleged violations 
of neutrality on the part whether of Great Britain, or 
the United States, or any of the officers, subjects, or citi- 
zens of each. 

2. The correspondence had, or measures taken, by 
the executive, if any, regarding citizens of the United 
States, made prisoners of war at any time in any of*the 
a ph ee movements of Upper or Lower Can- 
ada. 

3. Whether the government of Great Britain has 
made reparation for the seizure and destruction of the 
steambuat Caroline within the waters of the United 
States, and the murder of American citizens on board 
the same, by a band of armed invaders from the pro- 
vince of Upper Canada, acting under the orders and 
authority of the colonial government of said province. 

4. Whether the government of the United States has 
entered into negotiations with that of Great Britain for 
the purpose of arresting and preventing the further dis- 
tribution of presents and payment of war-subsidies by 
the latter government to the Indian tribes within the 
territorial limits and jurisdiction of the United States; 
and, if so, what has been the result of the said negotia- 
tions. 

5. Whether the government of the United States has 





given to that of Great Britain the stipulated notice to an- 
nul and abrogate the convention of the 6th of Septem- | 
ber, 1827, under cover of which, and of the convention 

of the 20:h October, 1818, the Hudson’s Bay company 
has proceeded, by the connivance, or with the permis- 


sion, of the government of Great Britain, to establish | y 


military posts in the territories of the United States be- 
yond the Rocky mountains. 

6. Whether the government of the United Siates has 
taken any measures, and, if any, what, to adjust, settle, 
and mark the boundaries between the United States 
and the British provinces in North America, from St. 
Mary’s falls, between lake Huron and lake Superior, 
and so northwardly and westwardly along the frontier 
of the sta:e of Michigan and the territories of Wisconsin 
and Jowa to the Rocky mountains. 

7. What correspondence, if any, the government of 
the United States has had with that of Great Britain, or 
any of its authorities or officers, or with the government 
of the state of Maine, in regard to the late survey or in- 
vestigation of the northeastern boundary line of the 
United States by the gevernment of said state. 

8. Whether any correspondence has recently passed 
between the British and American governments relative 
to the free navigation of the navigable rivers conterm- 
nous to the United States and the British possessions 1n 
North America, or of navigable rivers running 1n part 
or in whole pated us Laie of both governments, 

if so, the result of the same. 

“an Cushing then said that, in the discharge of his 
particular duty asa member of the house, his atlen- 
tion had been turned to another subject of inquiry, 
perfectly unexceptionable in itself, and of the deep- 
est immediate interest to the whole Union; and more 
especially to the states of the south and west. He 
i that the resolution of inquiry should be read, 
in order that the house might judge whether they 
would permit him to offer it at this time; which he 
would not ask if the subject were not one of press- 
ing iinmediate importance. . 

‘The house Sieenting: Mr. Cushing submitted the 
following resolution, which was read and ordered 
to be printed; and which lies over one day under 


the rule: 


Whereas, in the of the president of the Uni- 





message : : 
ted States, at the opening of the eighteenth congress, It 


was, among other things, avowed and proclaimed as the 
settled national policy ot the United States, that “‘in the 
wars of the European powers, in matters relating to 
themselves, we have never taken any part, nor does it 


comport with our policy so todo;” that “with the move- 


ments in this hemisphere we are of necessity more im- 
mediately connected;” that “we owe it, therefore, to 
candor and to the amicable relations existing between 
the United States and those powers, to declare, that we 


should consider any attempt on their part to extend their. 


system to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous 
to our peace and safety;” that “with the existing colo- 
nies or dependencies of any European power we have 
not interfered, and shall not interfere; but with the gov- 
ernments who have declared their independence, and 
maintained it, and whose independence we have on 
ex consideration and on just principles acknow- 
eged, we could not view any interposition for the pur- 
pose of cppressing them, or controlling in any other 
manner their destiny, by any European power, in any 
other hght than as the manifestation of an unfriend! 
disposition towards the United States;” and that “‘it is 
impossible, therefore, that we should behold such inter- 
position, in any form, with indifference.” 

Resolved, therefore, ‘That the president of the United 
States be requested to inform this house, if the same be 
not in his judgment incompatible with the public inte- 
rest, what explanations the king of the French has ren- 
dered to the United States in relation to the recent 
blockade of a part of the coast of the Mexican republie 
by France—ihe treatment of vessels,of the United States, 
public or private, by the blockading squadron—the re- 
duction of the castle of San Juan de Ulloa—and he ul- 
terior views and designs of the French government re- 
specting the Mexican republic. Also, to inform the 
house whether he has proffered to either of the contend- 
ing parties the mediation of tle United States in the 
premises; and to communicate any correspondence, on 
the subjects aforesaid, which may have passed between 
the government of the United States and that of France 

r. 4dams rose and said: It would be recollect- 
ed that ov the 6th December he had offered three 
resolutions, calling upon the president of the United 
States for certain information, and which, by the 
rule, were ordered to lie over one day. As nearly 
a month had elapsed, and no action had been had 
on them, he asked that they be now taken up and 
disposed of, 

[The resolutions relate to certain transactions 
between our minister at the court of St. James and 
Daniel O’Connell, esq.] 

Objections having been made, 

Mr. Adams said. that if the objections were per- 
sisted in, he should feel himself under the necessity, 
if in order, of moving a suspension of the rule to 
take up the resolutions. And he would send to 
the clerk’s table a letter which he had received this 
morning, and which he wished should be read to 
the house, as furnishing his motive for desiring 
the resolutions to be taken up at this time. 

‘Lhe letter, which was then read, is in the fol- 
lowing terins : 

Montgomery, Ala., Dec. 19. 

J. Q. Apams: Sir: In looking over the proceedings 
of congress I observed that you have introduced your 
fantastics a gain, by trying to impeact the caricter 
and honer of our minister to England, Mr. Stevenson. 
r. S. is a relative of mine one whom I hold dear to 
me and shall call you to account when I get to was- 
ington I think and so dose the country thai Mr. S. was 
condesending to muct to notice suct a prince of devils, 
suct as I consider you, and on my arrival in metropolis 
I shall shoot you the very first time you rise to make an 
remarke about my friend Mr. S. So soon as M.C. 
Perry returns to the U. S. you will die certain, you are 
better suited for a cell in the mad house than a seat in 
one of the highest places on earth, I am_a sea faring 
man my self and wou!d to my god ware I premitted to 
see you in the act of speaking disrespectfully of m 
friend’s if you mention their names no explanation will 
satisfy me only to take your life and that | shail dou in 
»resent of the assembled wisdom of the wourld, I ex- 
pect to fight a duel in the D C of columbia be for the 
session is ended, if you open your bread trap about that 
mode of setling affair I shall be as muct induced to 
assau you as on most any things els I shall be in Was- 
ington by the 2d January 1839. 

B. J. Conrald, 


The objections to the consideration of the reso- 
tions not having been withdrawn, Mr. Adams re- 
peated that his object in having this letter read 
was to get the house to pass the resolutions at this 
lime. It would be seen that the letter threatened 
the life of a member of this house, for what he had 
done and said here. Asa privileged question, he 
had no motion to make, although it was in his 
power to do so, if he pleased. But he wished the 
house to act their pleasure on the letter. It threat- 
ened assassination even in the presence of the 
house, and that within two days of this time. 

Mr. Reed moved a suspension of the rule for the 
purpose of taking up the said resolutions, and 
asked the yeas and nays on that motion, (which 
were not ordered.) And the resolutions havin 
been read, Mr. Thomas said he hoped that before 
the yeas and nays were ordered, sume gentleman 
would rise and say that he regarded this letter as 





something more than a miserable quiz. Mr. Daw 
son was understvod. to suggest that it could be noth. 
ing more than a burlesque or quiz. / 

Mr. Robertson was opposed to a suspension 

fin? : of 
the rules, and inquired whether the motiun of th 
entleman from Massackusetts, (Mr. Reed,) could 
€ so amended as to confine the house, should jt 
deem proper to suspend the rules, to the considera. 
tion of the letter on iy. 

The Speaker said that when the rules had been 
suspended, the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Ro. 
bertson) would then have it in his power to Move 
an amendment, introducing the letter to the consi. 
deration of the house, Mr. Boon moved to lay the 
motion to suspend the rule on the table. Mr. Reeg 
demanded the yeas and nays. Mr. Boon thereupog 
withdrew his motion. 

And the question then recurring on the motion 
to suspend the rule, the question was taken anq 
decided in the negative withouta division. So the 
rule was not suspended. 

Mr. Adams rose and said that he would thank 
the chair to return the assassinating letter to hin, 
And it was returned accordingly. 

On motion of Mr. Curtis, 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be re. 
quested to inform the house of representatives of the 
causes why it was not in the power of the secretary of 
the treasury tu ascertain, by means of the weekly and 
monthly returns, and other records in his office, the de. 
falcation of the late collector of New York, when it first 
commenced, or .at the different settlements afterwards 
before his term of office expired. That the secretary 
of the treasury be requested, also to communicate to 
this house a copy of his circular addressed to the co. 
lector of New York in November, 1835, and copies of 
all the returns made by said collector in compliance 
with said circular; and also to inform the house of te. 
heopeirghtay whether the aS gscims of entering on the 

ooks of the secretary of the treasury, kept in his own 
office, the quarterly accounts current of the customs, 
as soon as received by the first auditor, has been dis. 
continued, and when discontinued; and whether the 
practice, by the secretary of the treasury, of calling for 
the account current of the customs received at the office 
of the first auditor, and the quarterly accounts of col. 
lectors, and of comparing the same with the several re- 
turns rendered to the secretary by collectors, in con- 
formity with the requisitions of his circular of 14th Oc. 
tober, 1818, and repeated on the 12th November, 1835, 
has been discontinued by the secretary of the treasury, 
and when discontinued; and also, whether, if the prac- 
tice of properly arranging and comparing the said last 
mentioned returns of collectors with each other, in the 
office of the secretary of the treasury, has been discon- 
tinued, and when discontinued; and that the secretary 
of the treasury also inform this house whether, in his 
opinion, the defalcation of the late collector of New 

ork could have been concealed from the naval officer 
of that port, if the said naval officer had ‘‘examined 
the collector’s abstracts of duties, and other accounts of 
receipts. bonds, and expenditures,” with ordinary and 
proper caution, before certifying the same, and 

ad faithfully performed the duties imposed by law 
upon naval officers; and that the secretary of the trea: 
sury also communicate to this house copies of all cor- 
respondence between the treasury department and Wil- 
liam M. Price, late district attorney of the United Siates 
for the southern district of New York, in relation to 
any bond or bonds executed by the securities of said 
Swartwout for the faithful performance of his duties as 
collector of New York; and also to communicate co 
pies of ail bonds executed tothe United States by the 
sureties of said Swartwout. 

A resolution offered by-Mr. W. C. Johnson, au- 
thorizing the select committee appvinted on the 
subject of a national foundry and of the public 
lands, to employ a clerk, was rejected. 

Mr. Wise offered the following resolution: —_ 

Resolved, That a select committee, to consist of nine 
members, and to be elected by ballot, be constituted,. 
with power to send for persons and papers, to inquilé 
and report whether there are sufficient grounds 0 
which to found an impeachment by this house of Levi 
Woodbury, the secretary of the ircasury. 

The question being on the adoption of the reso 
lution, and objection having been.made by Mr. 
Cushman, the resolution, giving rise to debate, lies 
over one day. 

(Mr. Wise hoped it would appear on the journal 
who had made this objection. } . 

Mr. L. Williams offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the select committee lately appointed 
on the subject of the public lands, be instructed to 1 
quire into the expediency of ehanging the mode of 
selling said lands, so as to require that all the bids ® 
purchasers shall hereafter be made or proposed |) 
writing, in the same manner as bids are now made fot 
contracts in the post office department. 

Mr. Adams offered the following amendment: 

And that they inquire into the frauds that have bee 
practised in the sale of the public lands, and to report 
to this house a remedy therefor. : 

Mr. L. Williams accepted this as a modification. 
And Mr. Snyder expressing his desire to speak 
this question, the resolution, as modified, lies ovél 





one day, by the rule, 





| sei 


The sta 
Mr. Pu 


+ resolution 
» movemen 


Mexico, 
Cushing) 
round, a 
rejoiced t 
arise, c® 

deep ! 
F Mee St 
Resolvec 
tions pray 
of Colum 
view” of a 
bia, orn | 
received, | 
Resolvec 
rectly whi 
tion of the 
bia, or 10 { 
of disturbi 
the Distric 
several st 
its legisia' 
the rights: 
on W ich 
Resolvec 
to abolish 
territories, 
state to sté 
of one pol 
with a vie' 

tion ia 

in the state 
structive o 
union of tl 
of congres 
resolution, 
any way, ¢ 
said, or to” 
considered 
Resolved 
assemble 
of grievan 
amendmer 
zens of n 
congress t 
the Distric 
states, ina 
the slaveho 
so conside! 


: stitution. 


[In off 


' object was 


which cau 


» by him co 
» cus No. 1 
sidered. ] 


The Sp 
the 12th in 
table. 

Mr. Adc 
on the tabi 
tions were 

Mr. She 
lution: 

Resolved, 
and navy, 
are hereby 
nicate to tk 
the expensi 
every item 
the 4th day 
of March, 
to the 4th « 
Ist day of | 
diture unde 
communie: 
of every d 
spective de 
each year, 
March, 18: 
the 4th of ! 
day of Jan 

The resc 
but Mr. W 
time. Ob 
Moved a 
yeas and n 
Were yeas 
rule was n 

Mr. S. } 
lution by ¢ 

And furt 
been allows 
of their res 
oregoing p 
OWances V 

In additi 
resolutions 
Must postp 
‘ e Spe 

tion from t! 
nual estima 
be printe 





el 


Day. & 


hoth. 


On of 
of the 
Could 
uld it 
idera. 


been 
+ Ro. 
Move 
-Onsi. 
'y the 
Reed 
“Upon 


10tion 
and 
0 the 


thank 
) him, 


be re. 
of the 
ary of 
ly and 
he de. 
It first 
Wards 
retary 
‘ate to 
i Col. 
ies of 
liance 
of re- 
mn the 
is own 
Stoms, 
on dis. 
ar the 
ng for 
> Office 
f col. 
ral re- 
1 con: 
th Oc. 
, 1835, 
asury, 
> prac: 
id last 
in the 
liscon- 
retary 
in his 
f New 
officer 
mined 
unts of 
ry and 
, and 
yy law 
e trea: 
all cor 
d Wil 


States | 


tion to 
of said 
ities as 
ate co 


by the 


mn, all 
yn the 
public 


of nine 
titutedy. 
inquire 
nds on 


of Levi 


> reso- 
ry Mr. 
ite, lies 


journal 


yfution: 
ointe 
to 1 
rode 0 
hids 0 
sed in 
ade fot 


nt: 
re been 
) report 


ication. 
veak fo 
1g over 


PPP 


3 resoluti 
* moveme 


to be printed, 


NILES’ NATICGNAL REGISTER—JAN. 5, 1839--CONGRESS. 











The state of South Carolina having been called, 

Mr. Pickens rose and said, that he had prepared a 
on he intended to present, in relation to the 
nts of the French squadron on the coast of 
Mexico, but the gentleman from Massachusetts { Mr. 
Cushing) had introduced one that covered the 

d, and Mr. P. would withhold his. He was 

d to see the resolution coming froin the quar- 

teritdid. A question of great importance might 

rise, 10 which the southwestern states would teel 

, deep interest, and we could not look to it too soon. 
‘ Mr. Stanly offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘That in the opinion of this house peti- 
tions praying for the abolition of slavery in the Disuict 
of Columbia, in the territories or in the states, with “a 
view" of affecting slavery within the District of Culum- 
hia, orin the states, or in the territories, ought not to be 
received, entertained, or considered by the house. 

Resolved, ‘That congress has no right to do that indi- 
rectly which it cannot do directly, and that the agita- 
tion of the subject of slavery in the District of Colum- 
hia, orin the territories, orin any manner, witha view 
of disturbing or overthrowing that institution either in 
the District of Columbia, or in the territories, or in the 
several states, is equally unconstitutional, and beyond 
its legislative competency, and is an infringement of 
the rights of the states, and a breach of the public faith 
on which they entered into the confederacy. 

Resulved, That all attempts on the part of congress 
to abolish slavery iu the District of Columbia, or in the 
territories, or to “regulate” the removal of slaves irom 
state to state, Or to discriminate between the institutions 


roun 
rejoice 


' of one portion of the confederacy and another, either 


or overthrowing that institu- 


with a view of samp at ir 
) or in the territories, or 


tion ia the District of Columbia, 


' inthe states, are in violation of the constitutien, de- 


structive of the fundamental principle on which the 
union of these states rests, and beyond the jurisdiction 
of congress; and that, as such, no petition, memorial, 
resolution, proposition, or paper touching or relating in 
any way, orto any extent whatever, to slavery as afore- 
said, or to the abolition thereof, shall be entertained or 
considered by this house. 

Resolved, 'That “the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble and to petition the government for a redress 
of grievances,” as secured by the first article of the 
amendments to the constitution, does not give to citi- 
zens of non-slaveholding states the right to petition 
congress to interfere with or abolish slavery, either in 


: the District of Columbia, or in the territories, or in the 


states, inasmuch as slavery is denied by the citizens of 
the slaveholding states to be a‘‘grievance,” and was not 
so considered at the time of the formation of the con- 


' stitution. 


In offering the resolutions, Mr. Stanly said his 


' object was to supply the omissions in the resolutions 

. which caucus No, 2 had made. 

_ by him contained the substance of those which cau- 
_ cus No. 1 had agreed upon, and afterwards recon- 
| sidered. ] 


Those now offered 


The Speaker decided that, under the resolution of 
the 12th instant, these resolutions must be laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Adams. Sir, are these resolutions to be laid 
onthe tabie. The Speaker. Yes. So the resolu- 
tions were laid on the table. ‘i 

Mr. Sherrod Williams offered the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the secretaries of state, treasury, war, 
and navy, and the postmaster general, be, and they 
are ecole. respectfully required to report and commu- 
nicate to this house, as soon as practicable, what were 
the expenses of their respective departments, including 
every item of expenditure, in the year commencing on 
the 4th day of March, 1823, and ending on the 3d day 
of March, 1829, and so on for each successive year, xp 
to the 4th of March, 1838, and from thence up to the 
lst day of January, 1839, placing each item of expen- 
diture under its proper head; and further, to report and 
communicate the number of clerks and other officers, 
of every description whatever, belonging to their re- 
spective departments, with the salary or pay of each, in 
each year, separately, commencing on the 4th day of 
March, 1828, and so on for each successive year up to 
the 4th of March, 1833, and from thence up to the Ist 
day of January, 1839. 

The resoiution woul regularly lie over one day, 
but Mr. W. asked the house to consider it at this 
tine. Objection having been made, Mr. Williams 
moved q suspension of the rule, and adked for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered, and being taken, 
Were yeas 106, nays 61. (Nottwo-thirds.) So the 
tule was not suspended. 

Mr. S. Williams, by leave, then modified his reso- 
lution by adding thereto the following: 

And further, to report how much (if any thing) has 
been allowed as extra pay to any clerk or other officer 
of their respective departments, at any time within the 
foregoing periods, and for what services those extra al- 
owances were made, 


In addition to the above, a very large number of 


Tesolutions were offered, the insertion of which we | P 


Must postpone until the next week, 

_ The Speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the postmaster general, contajning the an+ 
nual estimates for the year 1839, which was ordered 


| 
| 





On motion, the house then adjourned till Wed- 
nesday, at 12 o’clock. 


Wednesday, Jan. 2. The journal having been 
read~— 4 

Mr. 4dams moved to amend the same by inserting 
the following: 

“A motion was made by Mr. John Quincy Adams 
that the rules in relation to the order of business be 
suspended, and that the house do now proceed to the 
consideration of the resolutions submitted by him on 
6th of December, calling on the president of the United 
States for certain information in relation to the conduct 
of Andrew Stevenson, minister to Great Britain, and 
to the conduct of Matthew C. Perry, a captaia in the 
navy of the United Statcs, which resolutions were laid 
on the table one day, on the day they were submitted, 
under the rule: at the same time Mr. Adams gent to 
the clerk’s table a letter received by him, threatening 
his assassination for his proceedings in the House in 
relation to said resolutions, which letter was read; and 
on the motion that the rules be suspended for the pur- 
pose aforesaid, Mr. Adams called for the yeas ,and 
nays, which were not ordered; and the question being 
put, it was decided in the negative.” 

In explaining the object of this moticn, Mr. Ad- 
ams alluded to the length of time during which 
the resolutions had laid on the table, although in the 
technical language of the rule, ordered to lie there 
only one day. The second /aying over, he supposed, 
would be for the whole of the session. ‘Therefore 
it was that he had sent to the chair the letter in 
question, a sainple of many which he had received, 
but which related to the particular resolutions he 
had been desirous totake up. And he felt the more 
anxiety to do this, because the threatening letter was 
precisely and identically of the same character as 
the transactions of which the resolutions had refer- 
ence. There was a conspiracy of assassination in 
the one case, and a threat of assassination in the 
other; the conspiracy of assassination being, in his 
opinion, baser than the threat of assassination to 
him. 

The Speaker here called Mr. Adams to order. 

Mr. Lewis, of Alabama, rose and said, that he 
should not oppose the ainendiment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) although he 
thought it was unnecessary. He (Mr. L.) was the 
immediate representative of the town of Montgo- 
mery, in Alabama. He had inspected the letter, 
and had no hesitation in pronouncing it a quiz. 
There was no man of that name in the town, and, 
from the whole appearance of the letter, it was evi- 
dently one of those pseudon’ymous cominunications 
which had been received by many members of this 
house, himself among the number. 

Mr. Robertson said that he was the immediate re- 
presentalive of the district in Which Mr. Stevenson 
resided; that he (Mr. R.) was well acquainted with 
the relatives and friends of that gentleman, and that 
he did not know any one amongst them by the name 
of “J. D. Convald.” And he acquiesced entirely in 
the opinion expressed by Mr. Mr. Lewis, of Alaba- 
ma, that the letter was a hoax. 


Mr, Adams (ainidst a good deal of confusion, 
which rendered his voice not distinctly audible, ) 
was understood to say that he felt much obliged by 
the feeling which was manifested by the gentleman 
from Alabatwna, (Mr. Lewis,) on this occasion. It 
is-(continued Mr. A.) an honorable feeling to him, 
and I thank him ior it. But it is not the trick itselt— 
it is not the danger—I have no fear of danger. 1 
must, however, be permitted to say that a threat of 
assassination, in wriling, with a signed name, whe- 
ther true or false, to a member of this house, for 
what he has done here, cannot, with much proprie- 
ty, be considered a quiz. Murderis a quiz! Trea- 
son isa quiz! Forgery is a quiz! 

The Speaker reminded the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts that the question before the house was 
on the the amendment of the journal. Mr. dams. 
I was merely responding to the sentiments of the 
gentleman from Alabaina, (Mr. Lewis,) for which 
I feel particularly grateful. Mr. Lewis said he 
lioped he was not understood as justifying such coin- 
anunications. The Speaker said it was not in order to 
enter upon the subject of the letter in any form. Mr. 
Adams asked for the yeas and nays on the motion to 
amend, but they were not ordered, And the ques- 
tion was then taken, and decided in the negative; 
ayes 70, noes 87. So the motion to amend the 
journal was rejected. Mr. Adams inquired of the 
chair if the motion he had made would now be en- 
tered on the journal. The Speaker replied in the 
affirmative. 

Mr. Haynes asked the house to go into committee 
of the whole on the state of the union, for the pur- 
ose of considering the president’s message. Ob- 
jections having been made, Mr. H. moved a sus- 
pension of the rules: which motion was rejected, 
Mr. Cushman asked the general consent of the house 
to make a statement in relation to the secretary of 


j the treasury, 








Objections having been made, Mr. C. moved a 
suspension of the rules to enable him to make it; 
which motion was agreed to: ayes 114, noes 38, so 
therules were suspended. 

Mr. Cushman then rose and said.: I will not fres- 
pass upon the time of the house, not even so lon 
as it has taken to decide the question whether 
should proceed or not. All I wish to say is, that, on 
Monday last, a resolution was offered by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, (Mr. Wise,) proposing to 
raise a sclect committee to investigate the conduct 
of the secretary of the treasury, and to see ii that 
committee could find sufficient evidence on which 
to found articles of impeachment, The proposition 
was, that the members of the committee sliould be 
selected by ballot. I objected to the resolution at 
the time, but it was not because I was opposed to 
the investigation. Far from it, Sir, I knew at that 
time that the secretary of the treasury would solicit 
such an investigation whenever the house desired 
it; and I say now, that if the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia will so modify his resolution as to provide that 
the committee sliali be raised forthwith, in the usual 
form and manner, (Mr. C, was here interrupted 


with loud exclamations of ‘Oh, oh!’] I will 


withdraw my objection. I will even go further. 
So desirous, so anxious is this distinguished officer 
of theovernment to have his conduct investigated 
—and [ ain authorized to state that he is so —that, if 
the house could raise a committee by ballot within 
any ‘reasonable time, I will make no objectior. 

Mr. Menefee rose toa point of order. [Cries of 
“He is through,” ‘he is through.”] My point is 
that the house gave leave to the gentleman froin New 
Hampshire (Mr Cushman) to make a statement of 
amatter of fact; whereas the gentleman was re- 
suming the argument which had been commenced 
onthe subject— Mr. Cushman. [have done. Mr. 
Prentiss inquired of the Chair whether the argu- 
ment of the gentleman from New-Hampshire was 
the subject of reply? The Speaker said it was not. 
Mr. Prentiss then asked leave to reply. Objections 
having been made, Mr. Prentiss moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules, to enable him to reply. Mr. S, 
Williams demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered ; and, being taken, were yeas 99, nays 
97: not two-thirds, go the rules were not suspended, 

Mr. Wise rose and said: As I was not present in 
the house when the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire (Mr. Cushman) was indulged with permis- 
sion to make a statement in relation to a resoiution 
offered by myself, I hope the house will grant me 
the indulgence of a brief reply, although it has been 
refused to the gentleman from Mississippi, (Mr. 
Prentiss,) who took my place. I ask permission 
to reply very briefly to the statement of the gentle- 
man fiom New Hampshire. Objections having 
been made, 


Mr. Wise moved a suspension of the rules, and 
asked the yeas and nays on that question; which 
were ordered. Mr. Wise, before taking the ques- 
tion begged leave to notify the house that his object 
was ‘to make an inquiry as well as a statement. 
He wanted to know whether the statement of the 
gentleman from New Hampshire was or was not 
tnade by authority of the secretary of the treasury. 
And the question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative—Yeas 90, nays 89: not two thirds, 
So the rules were not suspended. 


On motion of Mr. Cumbreleng, 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be 
discharged from the further consideration of the esti- 
mates for new objects submitted in the estimates of ap- 
propriations, and that the same be referred to the res« 
peciive committees to which they appropriately belong. 

Reports of committees were then called for, 
when a large number, chiefly on private claims, 
mery presented, which will be duly noticed here- 
alter. 

The reports of the standing committees having 
all been received, and there being none from select 
committees; and an order having been passed to fill 
up the vacaney in the committee on foreign rela- 
me occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Fair- 

e — 

_ The house, on motion of Mr. Haynes, again went 
into committee of the whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Adams in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of Mr. Cambreleng’s motion for a se- 
lect committee of investigation on the defalcation 
of Swartwout; when 

Mr. Cushman went at large into a reply to the 
charges preferred in the speeches of Mr. Wise and 
others, against the secretary of the treasury, and 
into a defence of that officer. Mr. C. havin con- 
cluded his remarks— bs 

Mr. Duncan, of Qhio, obtained the floor, and 
moved for the rising of the committee. The mo- 


tion prevailed, and the committee rose, and report- 
ed progress. 





In the course of Mr. Cushman’s speech, Mr. 
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Wise rose, and put to him the inquiry, whether the 


ground taken by that gentleman this morning, in 


expressing a willingness for investigation, but op- 
posing acominittee by bailot, was in consequence 
of a consultation with the secretary, or by authority 
from him. 

Mr. Cushman denied having had any personal 
consultation with the pedretary, but had been spoken 
to by a mutual friend. The secretary, as he under- 


stood, had no objection to a committee’s being | F 


raised in any mode the house might think proper. 
Several executive coinmunications were received. 
The house then, at half past 3 o’clock, adjourned. 


Thursday, January 3. Mr. Sherrod Williams 
asked leave to submit a resolution providing that the 
daily hour of the meeting of this house should be 
11 6’clock, until further notice. Objection having 
been made, Mr. Williams moved a suspension of the 
rule, and asked the yeas and nays; which were not 
ordered. And the question was then taken, and de- 
cided in the negative, without a division. So the 
rule was not suspended. 

Mr. May asked the house at this time to “resume 
the consideration of the resolution heretofore offered 
by Mr. Cambreleng, providing for the appointmeni 
ot a select committee on the Swartwout defalcation. 
Mr. Saget said, if the gentleman wouldJet the 
regular proceedings of the house go on, the resolution 
referred to would come uyas the unfinished business. 

Objections having been made, Mr. May said that if 
such a committee was to be appointed, they ought to 
be appointed without delay. He would, therefore, 
move a suspension of the rule, and ask for the yeas 
and nays. But,on the suggestion of several mem- 
bers, Mr. May withdrew his motion. 

On leave given, Mr..Underwood offered a resolution 
relative to the defalcatiou of gen. Gratiot, which 
was adopted, and shall have a place in the next 
“REGISTER.” 

Mr. Adams, from the committee on manufactures, 
reported, without amendment, senate bill to remit or 
refund to the Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baiti- 
more railroad company the duties upon certain rail- 
road iron, and against the petition of Andrew Logan 
for land to aid hin in raising silk. 

Mr. Connor, from the committee on the post-office 
and post-roads, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on the post-office and 
post-roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reporting a bill for the erection of a fire-proot building 
for the post-office department. 

A brief but desultory discussion ensued on this 
resolution, which was finally amended on motion of 
Mr. Bond, by striking out the words ‘committee 
on the post office and post-reads,” and inserting in 
lieu thereof ‘committee on the public buildings,” 
and then agreed to. 

On leave given, Mr. JoAnson, of Louisiana, offer- 
ed the following resolution, which was considered 
and adopted: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to communicate to this house such informa- 
tion as he may have received touching the invasion o 
the southwestern frontier of the United States by an 
armed force from the republic of Texas. 

Mr. Thomas asked the house to take up and con- 
sider a resolution offered the other day, providing 
for a change in the rule in relation to private basi- 
ness. Objection was made. 

Mr. 4. H. Shepperd, on leave, offered the follow- 
ing resolution, which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law fur location and satisfaction of the bounty land war- 
rant issued to James Ware, of North Carolina. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
report of the committee on elections, to whom was 
referred the order of the house on the subject ‘of 
the right to a seat in the honse as the delegate from 
the territory of Wisconsin.” 

“The report concludes with the following resolution: 

“Resolved, That James Duane Doty is entitled to a 
seat in this house as a delegate from Wisconsin terri- 
tory, and that George W. Jones is not so entitled.” 

The report having been read, on the call of Mr. 
Underwood— 

Mr. Thomas moved to amend the resolution ap- 

ended thereon, by inserting after the word ‘‘is,”’ 
in the first line, the word *‘not,”’ so as to inake the 
first part of the resolution read: ‘That James Duane 
Doty is not entitled to a seat,”’ &c. 

A debate followed, in which Messrs. Thomas, 
Cushing, Randolph, Fletcher, of Mass., Tillinghast, 
and Crary participated; when 

Mr. DeGraff moved the previous question, which 
was seconded. Mr. Robertson noved a call of the 
house; but it was pronounced by the Speaker to be 
too late, under the rule. r 

- The previous question was then put and carried, 
and the main question, viz: on concurring with the 
report of the committee, was decided in the affirma- 
tive by yeae and nays, as follows: 


f|ing hour. 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, 
J. W. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, 
Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Bond. 
Borden, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Wm. 
B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, John 
Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chapman, Cheat- 
ham, Childs, n, Connor, Corwin, Crabb, Crary, 
Cranston,Crockett, Curtis, Cushman, Darlington, Daw- 
son, Davee, Davies, Deberry, DeGraff, Dunn, Edwards, 
Elmore, Evans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, I. Fletcher, 
uster, Fry, Gallup, James Garland, Rice Garland, 
Giddings, Goode, James Grahain, William Graham, 
Grantland, Graves, Gray, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, 
Hall, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Henry, Herod, Hofiman, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Robert M. 'T’. Hunter, Thos. B. Jackson, Jabez Jack- 
son, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kemble, 
Kennedy, Legare, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, Loomis, 
Lyon, Marvin, James-M. Mason, S. Mason, May, 

axwell, McKay, R. McClellan, Abraham McClellan, 
McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, S. W. Morris, 
Calvary Morris, Murray, Naylor, Noble, Ogle, Owens, 
Paynter, Pearce Peek, Petrikin, Phelps, Pickens, 
Plumer, Potts, Pratt, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Reilv, Rencher, Ridgway, Rives, Robertson, 
Rebinson, Rumsey, Russell, Saltonstall, Sheffer, A. 
H. Shepperd, Shields, Sheplor, Sib'ey, Slade, Smith, 
Spencer, Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Swearingen, ‘T'alia- 
ferro, Taylor, Tillinghast, Titus, Toland, ‘Toucey, 
Towns, Turney, Underwood, Vanderveer, Wagener, 
A.S. White, John White, Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrod Williams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. 
Williams, Wise, Word, Yorke—167. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bouldin, John Calhoun, Coles, 
Dromgoole, Ewing, Hamer, Harrison, Hawes, Hubley, 
Ingham, Keim, Logan, Martin, Maury, McClure, 
Morgan, Parmenter, Parris, Pope, Southgate, Scuart, 
Thomas, Webster, C. H. Williams, ¥Yell—25. 

So the house concurred in the report of the com- 
mittee on elections, and decided that Mr. Doty is, 
and Mr. Jones is not, entitled toa seat. 

Mr. Doty thereupon appeared, was sworn, and 
took his seat accordingly. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of war, in compliance with the pro- 
visions of the fifth section of the aet of March 3, 
1809, transmitting a report from the second auditor, 
showing the expenditure of the appropriation for 
the contingent expenses of the military establish- 
ment during the year 1838. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Friday, Jan.4. Mr. May asked the house, by 
general consent, to resume the consideration of the 
resolution providing for the appointment of a select 
committee on the Swartwout defalcation. 

Objections having been made, Mr. May moved a 
suspension of the rule for the remainder of this day, 
and asked the yeas and nays on that motion; which 
were ordered. Mr. Legare said he could not acqui- 
esce in the motion. He hoped the house would go 
on with the private business, inasmuch as gross in- 
justice was done to the claimants by the delay 
which took place in the disposition of their claims. 
Mr. May then modified his motion so as to suspend 
the rule forthe purpose indicated during the morn- 

ree the question was then taken, and 
decided in the negative: yeas 101, nays 88, (not 
two-thirds.) So the rule was not suspended. 

A bill to amend ‘‘an act to reorganize the district 
courts of the United States in the state of Missis- 
5 oe was read the third time, and passed. 

eports of committees were then received, chiefty 
on private claims—we select the following: 

Mr. Cushman, from the committee on commerce, 
reported, without amendment, the bill from the 
senate for the reliefof the owners of the British brig 
Despatch. 

Mr. Curtis, from the same committee, reported, 
without.amendinent, the bill from the senate to re- 
munesate the captors of the privateer Lydia. 

Mr. Dromgoole from the same committee, reported 
a bill to provide for carrying into effect the conven- 
tion between the U.S, of America and the republic 
of Texas for marking the boundary between them. 

M;. Cushing, from the same committee, reported a 
bill to provide for the protection of the citizens of the 
U. States residing in the Oregon territory, or trading 
on the Columbia river or its tributaries, accompanied 
by a report at length upon the subject of Oregon. 

Mr. Cushman presented a communicatiom from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting a letter 
from professor Morse, in relation to the electro- 
magnetic telegraph. ° 

Mr. Wm. Cost Johnson, from the select commit- 
tee on the public lands, offered the following reso- 
lution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the select committee on the public 
lands be authorized to appoint a clerk, and to have 
various propositions whink may be submitted for their 
consideration printed. 

Mr. Talliaferro, from the committee on revolu- 
tionary claims, submitted a preamble and resolution 
relative to the public lands for revolutionary boun- 
ties, &e. which shall have a place in the next 





“REGISTER.” 


Mr. Dromgoole, moved that 5,000 extr 


r copies « 
the report from the committee on foreign atihine . 
relation to the territory of Oregon, be printed The 
report was a long and important one. Mr, 4g," 
moved 10,000. Mr. Dromgoole, accepted the mod, 
fication, and the house_ having considered the m ‘ 
tion, it was agreed to. 4 
' Mr. Dromgoole asked the house, at this time ’ 
into committee of the whole on the state ors, 
union, on the bill providing for the carry, 
effect the convention with Texas for the “mark;, 
of the boundary line between that republic 
United States. Objections having been made, yy, 
D. moved a suspension of the rule; which imotj,, 
}was rejected. Mr. Chambers (leave having hia 
refused) moved a suspension of the rule {or the 
pepe of taking up and disposing of a motio, 
ieretofore offered, to amend the rules in relation ;, 
the order of private business. Objections havin 
been made, Mr. C. moved a suspension of the rule 
which motion was decided in the negative: ayes 
84, noes 68, (not two-thirds.) So the rule was not 
suspended, 
The Speaker then announced the private order, 
of the day. 


After some desultory conversation as to the pj. 
vate bills which should be first taken up, 

The house took up the engrossed bill on th 
speaker’s table forthe relief of Pamelia Brow, 


widow of maj. gen. Brown, deceased—the pending F 


question being on its postponement. 
having been withdrawn, 

Mr..Cambreleng (after some remarks from M;. 
Haynes) moved to postpone the further considera. 
tion of the bill until this day three weeks. 

This motion was debated by Messrs. Foster, 
Faylor, Bronson, 8S. Williams, Chambers, Garland, 
of Virginia, Jenifer, Wise, Marvin, and MeKennan, 
And the question was then taken, and decided jp 
the negative, ayes 65, noes 86. So the motion to 
} postpone was rejected. 
| Mr. Boon demanded the previous question, 
(which was subsequently withdrawn.) Mr. Cush. 
man moved to lay the bill on the table, but witb. 
drew it. Mr. Keim called for the reading of the 
bill; which having been read—Mr. Duncan renewed 
the motion to lay the bill on the table; which tno. 


That motioy 


the final passage of the bill—Mr. Sherrod William: 
of Kentucky, went at great length into a very 
earnest opposition to the bill, insisting that the 
claim was wholly unsustained by evidence, and 
ridiculing the idea of general Brown’s dying in 
1828 from a wound received in 1814. Mr. Foster, 


of New York, replied, ard quoted documents in : 


support of the bill, which he advocated with much 
zeal. Mr. Adams supported the bill in an ardent 


sonal conviction, from an intimate acquaintance 
and intercourse with the deceased, that his death 


was caused by the consequences of his wound, | é 
e resentath 
occasion to deliver a high eulogium on the charac. F | state of | 
B jority for 
3 was 204 


and was owing to that cause alone. He took the 
ter and services of general Brown, and the oblig- 
tion of the country, alike from strict justice to his 
widow, and gratitude to her husband for his illus- 
trious services, to pass the bill. 

Mr. Taylor, of New York, who had reported the 
bill, made a brief statement in reply to what bad 
fallen from Mr. Williams as to the manner in whic) 
it had passed the committee on invalid pensicns, 
and also gave his testimony as a medical man on 
the frequently remote effects of dangerous wounds. 
Mr. Petrikin demanded the previous question, 
which was seconded by the house. Mr. Duncan 
moved a call of the house; but that motion being 
now too late, he moved to lay the bill on the table, 
and demanded the yeas and nays. The honse re- 
fused the yeas and nays, and rejected the motion. 
Mr. Williams moved an adjournment, but it was 
negatived; and the question recurring on the pas 
sage of the bill, it was decided by yeas and nays 4 
follows: yeas 109, nays 72. Sothe bill was passed. 

Mr. Duncan gave notice that he would move (ot 
the reconsideration of the vote to-morrow. Mr. 
Gurland, of Louisiana, moved a reconsideration a 
this time, and demanded the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered. 
house, and asked the yeas and nays. Mr. Whittle 
sey moved an adjournment; but it was lost. Mr. 
Briggs moved to lay the motion for a eall of the 
house on the table, but withdrew it. The motion 
for a call was then put, and decided by yeas and 
nays, as follows: yeas 52, nays 95. So the motion 
for a call was negatived. 
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lost. 





81, noes 47. The reconsideration was negative 
without a count. 


The motion for the previous question (demanded | 
by Mr. Garland) was sustained by the house: aye F 
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